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C4 7 oe may be, [ am uncertain ; 
b;1 mT ſhall bambly leave that to 

” the Bleſſmgs of the Lord Feſur, - - 
” the Head of the.Church) and 
Trim lately preached a Ser- 
1108 that" hath” prattical teni- 
i dency to the hyprovement of that 
Loft concerning Jpeculation , [ 
9 orced my ſelf Cupon the per- © 
- 'W af ons of fc ſome Friends) to ad- 
: Joyn wait, which 1 have bere done, 
> but Ti confeſs, with ſuch aber ati- 
Pons and additions, that few that 
heard it, may think it the ſame ; 
but 1 bope much to_thy idvan- 
e ; for I have therein inter« 
ys ( ven s one, ihe _ ſub- 
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 Jeveral genrs ſince, for wan 3 
ſatisfattign,,\aftet, 1 bud-pewly ? 
recovered x:ſharp, fit of fiekpeſs; 1 
which confiteth in the anſwer- * 
ing my pwn fears, which afſanlt- 1 
ed me upon the concerved ap- * 
proachafideath.; 3 yntemptati- Þ 
ONS for 0 bt Any any be the I 
Fame with mine : anddf ſo, per- 
adventure, the Lord may. bleſs : 
She RIF, Ss wolflo uÞ> 
{ ſatisfation of thee , as in ſome. 
meaſure they bave (through the 2 
|| mercy of God ) been to me. i 
Thus leavin g thee to the blefe _ 
' ſings of his grace, who is ableto * 

| comfort, (frengtben , ſettls. and: 
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F eftabliſh thee in the Faith of the 


: Eternal Life promiſed, and joy-- 
| fully expefted by all the ſincere 
| liracl of God, 1 Ret, 
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Choſe thefe Words to write of,becauſe I ho2 

ped this Book 'might' meet with a ſort of 

'M Readers, who make it their great buſineſs to 
obtain a happy cloſe of a forrowful li;e with 

2 painful death,and who hope to put off with their 

+ bodies of fleſh, their garments of mourning : I 
know it is otherwiſe with the men of this world, 

. all the defigns of their hearts,are, how they may 
in an earthly fading proſperity brave it out in this 
life, and in the mean time leave their poor nakef 
ſouls to ſhift for themſelves (as they can) at 
death. I ſhall have ſomewhat to ſay to th 
men by and by ; But at preſent, I ſhall dire& my 
words to you, who are longing after anvthep 
Country, who feel not your, ſelyes to be at reſt 
here, nor ever hope to be until you get without 
theſe bodies and above this world. You have 
fet your faces Zion-ward, and are reſulyed for 
Heaven what ever it coft you, I deſire you, my - 

- Brethren, to'look'upon cn ſig which I now 
bring, asſenr you from your Lord to chear your 
,/ hearts in yonr paſfage homez you would fain be 2 
*.athome, arid ſo you ſhall be ſhortly, w —_— 
y "cones it will grin you the ſatisiaRion 0 - 1h 
RE” $97 A. "OO 


"old. 


& 0 
d , 35% 
<< S N " Wd 
. " ” .- 
»* 


| ( a. 

fire 3 and let me ſay farther, you-cannot ſo fers 
vently defire to be therey as your dear Lord is 
fo have you there ; what you are groaning and 
praying for here on Earth, Chriſt is interceding 
fornow in Heaven : you are crying,Father,pre- 
pare me by thy grace, and then bring me to the 
fighe of thy ſelf and my Jeſus in his glory; and 
what 18 it elſe which your Saviour did of old, and 
ſtill doth prey for > Father, ſays he, Jobn 17. 24- 
I will that they alſo whom thog haſt given me, be with 
me where I am, that they may behold the glory, which 
tho baſt given me, And tell me, what are the 
frequent Meſlages he ſends you by hig Miniſters, 
bur ſo many teſtimonies of his great care and de- 
fires of ſeeing you ſafely arrived to kim, and his 
elory. 

x Sakmeimes be is ſending Miniſters to tell you 
which is the way thither, ro direR youin it, and 
to caution you againſt by-ways, and falſe-ways 5 
and what is that but an Argument he is very loth 
you ſhould by miRake,. loſe your way, and with 
your way, your ſelves, and with your ſelv8#s his 
olory ? 

Sometimes again, when he ſees the way is 
long and tedious, and finds you begin to tire,then 
he ſends other Min'ſters to dire you, to lay aſide 
every weight and fin that doth eafily beſet and 
'clog you, and with importunate Exhortations to 
perſwade you not to wax faint and weary in,your 
minds, but that yi! would rus with patience the - 
race which is ſer AF Jous | 
. > And ſometimes again he ſends others to hold 
" forra,your Garland, 'and to ſhew yop.the Crawn | | 
an Beown hands, who Rtands teady at the Goal. | 
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# plate it dn your brow ſo ſoot a8 foitr rice is 


finiſhed : this-is that" joy before us which our 
Lord kept in bis eye whillt he was running his 
race, and wha he by thesMiniſtcy of the Word 
keeps in his peoples eyes; and to what end? 
but to encourage you to preſs forward, to pat out 
your utmoſt ſtrength, not to faint, nor ſo much 
45 to think of reſt, 'till you fit down and take it 
on a Princely Throne, which is the prepared 
Place of reft to all that finiſh their courſe in 
th2 Faith of Jeſus. Siboog 
And this 1s my work at this time, and the ver 
import of my Meſſage from this Text, is to hold 
vue this Crown before you, which though th& 
text hath wrapt it in the black Cypreſs of death, 
wherein its beauty and ſplendor is fomewhat 
:fhaded, yetijs it no ways hurt or ſoiled ; as will 
appear when we haye turned aſide that vail, as we 
ſhall indeavour in the explication of what 1s con- 
tained in the gain of death this Text ſpeaks af. 
That I may- make my way to the diſcovery 
this g2in, I ſhall crave leave to flay a while ii 


4 theopening of the context, 


The Apoſtle Pay! in this Epiſtle is writing to 
the Charch at Philipp;,and in this Chap. for news, 
he tells chem, That he was then at Rome, and that 


{there he was a Peiſoner in Bonds for Jeſus Chriſt £ 


at which he would not have them troubled, for he 
was not becauſe this affliftion of his, he ſaw pros 
guRtive of ſogreatgood ; for it had two notable 
effzRes,' both of which did much conduce tothe 
furtherance of the Goſpel, ver, 12. FIG I 
he.one wasthe oecafion that was prenre: 3 
to.ths 2 
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for Chriſt thereby (»ham Pay] pteached, and for 
whom he was in bonds) decame the common diſ- 


courſe of Court andCity, ver, 13. ſuch-was-the : 


ſottiſh lzepineſs of this henighted ſenſual world 


that zhe Bill voice of the Goſpel ia-the mouths of | 
its Heralds could not be heard, unty! the noiſe of ? 


the chains, -the reports of the praions, crofles, 


deaths,.,( which its Preachers did with patience | 
to all, miraculouſly indure ) ,.did awaken them 


out of their deadly ſleep, Many. an Rowe wauld 
never have thought 4r. worth their waile to inquire 
after Chriſt, but for, Pay/s Bonds and Priſons; 
they were his Sufferings more than his Sermons 
made many of them think that there was ſome» 
thing in his DoQtrine extraordipary: z and 
rears put them upon inquiry: what - that 
mzeht be, tin 2 
| Another blefled eff:&- that followed fram his 
impriſonment, was this, that it gave:'courage to 
' many of his Brethrenzthat before;were; fearful; the 
threats ofthe Adyerſary, had ſo ſcaxedithem,, this 
they dared not to wet the foot nar-hazard any 
thing,: much'leſs the loſs of liberry and life; for 


Chriſt's but when they ſaw - hnowcheerfully, the 


Apoſtle hore his reſtraint, they wated-confidents 
they cook heart and preached boldly, as he tells 
them, ver« 14, ſuch a powerful influence haththe 
. good example of one upon many; - the prudential 
courag2 of one Commander 1s enough to ſpirits 
whole Army. Surely chought the: Bretbren, 
theſe Priſuns and Chains are ng.ſuch affcightful 
taings, Wuich cuc Brother Payl: doth 0 andalint- 
edly ſuffer, | TEE Wh: 
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'. .* He reſls;them farther of another *XNMjAion 
' 2 that was added to his Botids; and ſutely the crofie 
' } bles of the" Lords people feldome* ſer on they 
" 4 fingly, moſt-commonly in Troops, as here 6n 
this blefled Apoſtle, the Devil was not ſatisfied 
in gerting hit thrown into Priſon, and in Priſon 
4 into Bonds z birc he raiſett'vp ſome pretended 
$ friends of Chriſt, enviouſly to heſparter him! as 
- } «falſe Teacher ; theſe he lays did preach Chtiſt 
g out of envy, not that they envied Chriſt, but er 
'vied Paul: Theſe Preackers I conceive; were 
Judzizing Chriftians, who believed in Chriſt and 
preacht him, butlikewiſe preacht up the Cere- 
monial law with him, ; they were for the Cir- 
curacifion of the heart, and affo for the Circum- 
cifion of -the fleſh. Now Paxl was nothing tor 
the Ceremonies of the Law, as believing hem 
all aboliſhed; and therefore the whole bent of 
* Þ all bis Sermons was for the exalting of Chritt a- 
) | lone, 'and that the only way to be juſtified was to 
7 


(Q 
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- | believe in him; this theſe judaizers could not 
7 bezr, conceiving it derogatory to the Law of 
Moſes , and this I conceive was the reaſon they 
envied the Apoſtle, and why they ſtirred vp the 
* | people agtin{t him : this he acconnted an affli- 
S ion, and truly it is a great one to be brought 
$ 7 under reproach among the Churches of the 
- | Lord, as the Apoſtle was, but undefervedly. 

| | Burlet us ſee how the Apoſtle carries himſelf 
4 
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\under this pteſfing burden of afflitions. After 
11s Mariner you may prongs ham to reaſon, in. 
e Cer EE he) 
nemies 
Ro» 


- 1 + 


dat which follows in t 
am now in Priſon, and haye many 
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| mans are my enemies for preaching Chriſt, 'and 
the Jewiſh Chriſtians they envy me for preach- 

ing Chriſt, and juſtification by him alone, What 

will be the event hereof 1 know not, it may coſt 

me my life, but if it doth, it ſhall not move me 3 

for I am neither afraid nor aſhamed to die,v. 20. 

According to my earneſt expeRat@an & my hope, 

thar in nothing I ſhal be aſhamedzbut that with all 

boldneſs as always ; ſo alſo Chriſt ſhall be-mag- 

pified in my body, 'whether it be by lifg or by 

death,” ' It was indifferent to him whether by 
life or death, and if you would know the reaſon 

of this indifferencyghe gives it you in the follow= 

Ing verſe, fur me tolive #s Chriſt, and to die is gain ; 
Chriſt would gain by his life , for his Church 

ſhould thereby be edified; and CHRIST 

would bg a gainer by his death, for thereby 

bis truth would be further ſealed with his blood; 

nor would Chriſt only be a gajner thereby, bur 

the Apoſtle believed that he himſelf ſhould be a 

eainer eſpecially by death ; and the xeaſqn he 

oives thereof, ver. 20, becauſe upon hig depar- 

ture hence he ſhould be with Chric, This is a 
ſeerping Paradox to nature, to prove a.gainer by 

the loſs of all, as to putward appearance eyery 

man goth at death, . There is no principle in 


man but faith that can fully comprehend this truth; , 


but Faith can eſpy ineffable joy and glory 5 
through that yery lamentadle thing call'd death, 
which makes the hearts of men to ſhrink, their 
faces gather paleneſs, their tongues faulter, and 


gkeir fleſh abqut chem te tremble, * | © 
” Having new' brought you to. the yords ef the 
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Y thatneedeth Explication, I ſhall give you from 
them this Odſervatiofis 


and carnal bleſſings, it ſwee 
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That Death, though it doth utterly: begger the 
wicked, yet it is inriching or exceeding gainful 
to the godly. 

There are theſe three things I ſhall ſpeak to in 

the opening of this Do@trine. 

7. I will (hw you how death doth utterly 
begoer the wicked, 

2. What a godly man is, 

3» _ death proves ſo exceeding gainful to 
tne godly. 

1.I ſhall ſpeak to the firſt of theſe, The wickeds 
miſery, as a ſhade to ſet off the more bright co- 
lours of a godly mangfelicity : the beauty of the 
Spring, the brighemeſs of a Summers day, the 
glory of a Princes Palace, are then beſt under- 

ood when they ſtand compared with*the depth 
of winter , a diſmal midnight and a ſtinking 
dungeon, ſuch a difference, yea vaſtly greater 
will death put betwixt the godly and the wicked, 

At $-* the wicked are yndane, utterly un- 
done, Eternally undone, begger'd-paſt all poſ- 
fidility of a repair, 

This I wenld clear up to you in three Parti- 
Culars. 

1 Death ſirſps them gf all their earthly carnal 
dleſfings. 7 

2, And of their ſpiritual bleſſings. 

3- And to ſpeak thein. beggery perfeR, it 
emIPh them of all hopes of repairing theſe 

8. 


x Deſth trips the ungodly of all their earthly 
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them not one mercy, nor the hundredth part of 
mercy, 1 

Would you ſee a ſad ſpeQatle indeed? one 
. that is miſerable to perfeRtion, ſo far as can-be 
on this fide Hell ; gonot to a begging Later 
at the door of a churliſh Rich man; nor to a -Fob 
ſcraping. his ſores upon a dunghill ';. but go to 
thebed fide of a dying wicked man; there 1s'the 
man that 1s truly miſerable, perfeftly miſerable x 
Fob and Lazar had their God lefr them, their 
uprightneſs left them, and their faith and hopes 
for a betrer fate left them 5 but this wretch 
hach nothing lefc but a ſhort breath arid A feeble 
pulſe, and ftzy but a while and death will de- 
prive him of them alſo. You fooliſhly talk ſome 
times, when you have loſt an eftace, Oh I am 
undone }, or when you have loſt a dear relation, 
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till you are undone ! Alas there 1s none really = | 


undone, but a wicked man that is 4 dying or ra» 
ther dead. Jt was a ſad knell that K. Henry the 
Eighth rowl'd to his departing ſoul , when as 
ſome Hiftorians ſays, he cryed out, Al qyoft, al 
& lift; what he ſaid of himſelf, every Wicked 
man, hath ground to ſay , but if you will not, 
T in the like caſe,wil for you;when you go hence, 
All is loft, all is loſt, | 

Oh you ungodly of the earth} how are you 
ſurrounded: with earthly bleſſings whilſt you live 
here ? what a Catalogue of your enjoyed mere 
cies could ] give yon in? as ealch, itengrh; IC= 
Jations, hnsband, wife, children, friends, pleaſant 
dwellings, ſoft attire, delicious fare, gold and 


filver, houſe and lands 4 with the gilding titles of 
of you 
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(9) "TI 
exceed the godly, But alas podr men, how ſod _ 
muſt you leaye them all, death 18 coming, and 
when us comez will ſweep all away ; it will not 
leave thee one. mercy of a thouſand , no not 
_. "2p 

Either repent ngw at the call of the Goſpel, 
and cry aloud to Chriſt in prayer to forgive thy 
fins and change thy heart, and renew thy [:fe, or 
elſe prepare thy ſelf to bid an eternal adiea at 
death to 6very thing thar is dear to thee here, and 
deſpair of ever finding fo good when thou getteſd 
hence 3-think wich thy felf of ſaying, farewel, 
eaſeful health” and Rrengeh, I muſt exchange you 
for ectrbal pain, arid for a burning fexvour as hot 
2s hell 5 Fxrewel husband or wife and children, 
friends and dear relations, I'ſhall never fee you 
more, I muſt exchange yur delightful compa-, - 
nies for the preſence of an ireful God, a revenge- » 
ful Jeſus, for the ſociety of tormenting and 
tormented Devils and wicked ſpirits Iike mine 
own : adie ny fair hquſe,' my pleaſant gardens, 
my delicious fate, my downy beds I thuſt leave 
you Ul for a reſtleſs life in the worſt of priſongy 
loaded with the heavieſt chains, entertained with 
the ſuffocating poyſoning ſmoaks of ſalphureoug 
flames; I am going thither where there is not 4 
bleffiag to be had, but curſes in abundance, no= _ : 
thing elſe but curſes and infernal plagues : Os 3 
what a change will this be, and how ſhortly will. 
it come { how ſoon will ſome diſeaſe arreſt you g- .. 
bind your hands and feet,and confine you toyour 
bed? and how ſoon will death give your ſouls #' 

ſummons to the tribunal of God, and your bo-.  :: 
_ diegto the grave ? tell me then whar is become ..-> 
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| of all yoilr boaſted of enjoyments; alas, both 
-. thy (elfand they are caking wing to fly from each 
r, never to meet more. Truly Sirs, Hell 
will bring wicked men very low, it brought the 
rich man 18 the Goſpel to a drop of cold water, 
and to leſs than that ; for he cguld not obtain it. 
Oh Father 4brahams ( ſays he”) let me have but 
ene drop : no ſays Abrabam, there is a gulph be- 
twixt us, God hath fixt it ; there is no coming. 
2t one ancther to yield any relief. But oh Gc 
remember , thou hadſt thy good things in thy 
life, thou hadſt merciesthzp,many mercies z God 
was by them wooing thes that he might wn thee 
to himſelf, and (6 bring thee to this place of 
reſt, where thou ſeeſt I am with thar once deſpi- 
fed Lazar; but every thing he gave thee thou 
didſt abuſe, thou didſt deſpiſe che riches of his 
mercy and long ſuffering by which he would 
| have led thee to repentance; thy wickedneſs 
turned al} thoſe bleflings into curſes , and hard- 
| ned thy heart as the Plagues of Egypr did Pha- 
i _x4obz, againſt thy bountiful God ; and therefore 
© artthounow tormented, 

Think of chys oh you carnal and ungodly men. 
While you are eating and drinking, and enjoying 
the pleaſures of this life, ſay thug with your 
ſelves, this is my all, and how quickly will this 
all of mine be gone (if I do not by a timely re- 
tance and converſion to Jeſus Chriſt obtain 
the fayoar of God and a portion in the inheri- 
tance of the Saints) and then I am undone for 

er. S2e how Foh deſcribes the latter end of 
b- wicked, read, tremble, and be nor preſump- 
| » Countab 9-31-7ob, b6e[He wicked (ive many gear, 
TW ; pney 
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ſwell andbliſter thee all over, and cramp every 
| jPjnt ang faculty about choc, What pleaſurs; 
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they become old , yea they ave x toy power? Thelp 
children proſper, their ſeed i eſtabliſhed in their fights 
their bouſes are ſafe frum frar, they ſend forth their 
little ones like # flack , and their children dance (the 
have a merry life of it) They rake the timbrel and the , 
barp,and rtjojee at the ſound of the Organ, They ſpend 
their dajerin wealth, and they ſay to God depart fron 
* ; for we deſire "not the knowledge of thy wayers 
Here is wickedneſs deſcribed in its higheRt rant, 
and wicked men in the greateſt flouriſh of proſe 
pgErity. But doth this laft long ? no, ſays hey 
ver. 13+ In a moment they go down to the grave (they 
are gone in atrice in the twinkling of an eye 
'þefore they ever thought of it they are gone:) an 
what follows ? ver. 30, 21. His cer ſhall ſee bis 
deſtrullion, and be ſhall drink of the wrath of the Al- 
wighty; For what pleaſure bath be in his houſe after 
bim, (all the gallantry and delights of his hoaſe he 
hath left behind himyhe takes no pleaſure in any of 
them when he is g3ne)»when the number of his months 
are cut iff, in the midRGod cuts them off, He leaves #* 
a honſe full of treaſures to relations,to his wife,ts *% 
bis children;and there is a great deal of jollity & 
mirth im the houſe which he leaves, but all chag is " Y 
nothing to him, for his months are cut off ; God in * 
anger hath cut chem off, he might have lived long- 
er, but that his wickedneſs provoked Ged to 
ſhorten his dayes, in his fin he is gone down to 3 
Hell,be ſhall drink of the wrath of the Almighty, * 
Oh deadly cup ! a cup of wrath, of the wrath of : 
the Almighty ! which when drank down will 
work like poyſon, Oh how will it burn and gnaw, 
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 wiltic bein this torment co think thou were onte 
; areaſcy and ſurronnded with world{y pleaſures; 
nay,the remembrance of the former eaſe will bur 
. help toaugment thy preſent torment. Oh eon< 
©  Giderthis all ye chat forget God, Jeſt he tear you 
| thusinpieces, and there be none todeliver you, 
[Thus I have ſhown you howdeath will begeer the 
wicked of all their outward bleſſings, 
 2- Death will begger the wicked of all their 
ſpiritual bleſſings. But have wicked men any 
- —_ 'bleſifhgs ? yea, that they have ſuch-as 
thoſe, which the Apeſile ſays, G2d betowed on 
the Jews, the ſeed of Alraham, Rom. 3. 2.' To 
them be committed the Oracles of God more fully. Rom, 
*. B. 4. To mbom pertainerh the adoption and the glory, 
and the Covenants, and the giving of the Lan, and the 
fervice of God, and the Lees, : all thoſe ſpiri- 
| ual blleflings, thoſe means of grace, thoſe Iſrae- 
| lites enjoyed ; and yet were they for the moſt 
part a graceleſs people, as the Apoſtle ptbves 
; from the complaints of the Prophets againſt 
them, Row. 3.11. There is nexe righteom,no nit on: ; 
” pbere us none that underſtandeth, none that ſetheth af = 
” ter God. Wonderful! thata people ſhon}d have 
F fo Tighteovs a law and yet they univerſally ſo 
- wnrighteous, that they ſhould have ſuch excel- 
"Jent Teachers, as Afoſes and the Prophets, znd yer 
” none of them underftand, none feek after God ; 
' one would fend amazed to think what they did 
' rich ſuch excellent priviledges z. bat ceaſe your 
- wonder, I willte!l you what they did with thean g/ 
| theydid juſt ſo with them , as the generality of 
England now do with -Chrift, che DoRrine of the 
; Goſpe), the Pcomiſeg of TP AI 28" "af 
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of Hell, and with the Miniſters of Cheift | thit 
would 'fain perſwade them thankfully 'te accept; 
and wiſely to improve them all. Waat doth Engs 
land do withall-theſe > I will tell yon, they ſhut 
their eyes, ftop their ears, harden their hearts, 
ſear up. their conſciences'z they give ear to the 
ſuggeſtion of the Dev1il,yield to the luſtings of the 
nth endeerain the temptations of the world,and 
ſaſpend their days, ſome in chambering and wan- 
tonneſs, and exceſs of rior z'others in buying and 
ſelling » eating and drinking, marrying'and giv-: 
ing to marriage ; others in grinding the faces of 
the poor, RRopping the hire of the Labourer, lying 
and ſwearing? conſening and cheating, heaping 
pp-treaſures as forthe laſt day. And as a conſe- * 
quence! of alt this, God ig*not in their thoughts, * 
Chriſt is ſer light by, his-commands diſobeyed, 
Heaven undervalued, Hel: contemned, and the 
KMuatters of the Goſpel bated, reviled, perſecy- 
ted, Thug did the //racbires of old with 2oſes 
and the Law z: and thug for' the'\meſt part'deal m 
Country : men with Crt 'and the -Goſpel. 

Thus olr foohiſh finners and/unwiſe, do you re» 
quite God for all theſe rich means of 'Srace and 
dalvation he' hach beſtowed: 68 you > Now'the 
light is ſhining, now Cheift is knocking at yout | 
hearts, now Miniſters are pleading with you, and 
the ſpirit is offering you his aſfiftance 2 -if you had 
a mind to return to Chriſt , how eafily mighe 
this tura be accompliſhed, a little diligence ina _ 
dayly reading ſome portion of the Bible, a * 
little ſerious attention tothe word when preached, - 
'2 few ſober thonghts of what yon hear or read; with * 
a ſew bumble urpoergnsio praytts $0 the Redee-" 
KL | | . mes. 
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© Miner of the; world to open your eyes, and to'give 
you an underſtanding heart, what a ſudden gnd a 
wonderful. bleſfed change might this ſoon work 
In you,” Buralas! ſuch is the damnable ſottiſh+ 
neſs of this wicked world, they had rather than 
be at chis little pains, to hazard all, yet the evere 
Jaſting -undoing both, of their ſouls and badies. 
Oh you deaf Adders t how fong ſhall Chriſt call, 
and hzs Charmers charm, and you not hear them? 
Heark finners, He that came from Heaven, and 
ſhed his btood to make your peace, he calls, he 
bids you turn from the evift of your wayes and 
believe in himy and he will give youlife, erernal 
I:fe, he will pardon all your fins, your greateſt 
& fins, your mgit belliſh oaths and: blaſphemies z 
> yea, though direted againſt bimſelf;he will make 
your Fs and adopt you children to his Fa» 
ther, fill you with his ſpirit, and make your hearts 
rua over with joy and;gladneſs, and at death take 
you to himſelf and. crown. you with-gtory. | 
* But:.if you will-not hear, norlay theſe thitgs 
” to hears, [then let me tell yoa deathis coming 
* andthat will tcip you of all theſe offers, Whzn 
ceath hath cloſed your eyes, farewel then all 
* ÞGoſpel;bght, it ſhall never more ſhine to thee 2 
'= Chriſt will theo have given the laſt knock at thy 
heart, Bibles will be all cloſed np- and fealed, 
and all Miniſters as to you ſhall be filenced. 
.Wailſ you live on earth, though at preſent you 
be in an- unconverted ſtate, under wrath and con- 
demnation, yet thou-art in a poſſibility of being 
 _ converted and ſaved, though you are miſerable 
- - Poor as to your .preſent-poſſeſhon, yer (whilR 
.your'day of grite lafterh) you are cich in poſhdi- 
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Lities 3 but when death comes then you are-ut7 


terly undone , for that will rip you of all _ 
poſlibility of being ſaved.; for as the tree falleths 
ſo it lyeth whether ro the North or towards the 
Soith: So when death hawh laid his axe to your 
roots and cut you down, if you fall Heayen-ward, 
there will be your place z if Hell-ward, thera 
you muſt lie to all eternity. Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, and ſo Chriſt and his Apoſtles, they are 
only preach'd to you while. you live z as Abrabans 
in the Parable tells the Rich man, Thy Brethren 
(ſaith he)bave Moles ard the Prophets. Where were 
theſe brethren ? in Hell ; no,but on Earth, there 
they enjoy thoſe excellent Teachers, whom if 
they will obey, they may eſcape this place : Bur 
this was nothing to the Rich man himſelf that had 
paſt his doom, and was loſt paſt remedy. This 
will be all your caſes ſhortly: Oh you unconvert- 
ed ones, what ſay you cothis? oh you rebellious 
children of the rebellious woman 1 How long 
will ye deſpiſe the long ſuffering of a gracions 
God, who waiteth thus upon you,tall you docan- 
vert that he may heal you ? How often ſhall I 
tell you that be will not wait long? not a mo- 
ment longer than the time you hive 3 and oh 
how ſhort a time 1s that ! If you were once gat 
out of this world, and began to feel the weights 
of your helliſh chains, and to perceive the 
ſcorchings of thoſe infernal fires z oh what 
wouldſt thou then give for one offer. of grace 
more } How wilt thou be ready to cry ont in the 
midſt of thy - heart-finking deſpair ,  Whar a 
wretch was I to refuſe ſo great ſalvation tharwas 25 
(whilſt lived) ſo frequentlyeflered and ſoims © 2 
ale. ; poor 


- No >". 
e ry 
"x 


5M 
Fn bs 


OI... \ . 


Re ' (16) 


pately. preſſed upon me 1 I am now come 


| ” Hell, and'whata change is here ? Thftead 'of 


Preachers, I find none bur tormentors.; inſtead 
of the ſweet and ſtill voice from Mount Sion in 
the tidings' of Goſpel 'grace,'I hear of nothing 
bat the thundering and Hhghtnins of mount Sion, 
fo that T tremble and exceedingly quake. That 
eſus who once ſpoke to me as'a Lamb, ' oh how 
doth he ndw roar upon me as a*'Lion ! and he 
that then ſought to win me by his ſmiles, ' oh how 
doth che kjll me with his frowns! for the Lords 
ſake and your fouls ſake, think of this before it 
betoolates repent in time and turn with all your 
bearts to Jeſus Chriſty and' ſo your iniquities 
ſhall not thus prove your ruine. Thus have I in 
the ſecond place ſhewn you how death ftrips the 
wicked of all thzir ſpiritual blefſings- 
” 3. There is another flock, the wicked, whilſt 
they live on earth, conceive themſelves to live 
very happy apon, and that is their hopes z When 
they think of any other world, they have nothing 
to keep vþ their ſadned hearts from ſinking, bur 


, the ajery bladders of vain hopes, notwith{tand- 


ang all the wickedneffes and unrepen'ed debau- 
eherjes of their lives, they hope God will be 
TMerciſul, and all will be well enough at laſt, 
But alas 5 you poor. deluded wretches, when 
death comes, how miſerably will you find your 
felves deceived! Death that will cloſe the eyes 
of your bodjes will op2n the eyes of your mind 


and throughly diſcover your deluſions, - Hath 
nat Chriſt roſd you that many children of the 
Kingdom(of God,)that is, Sons and'Datghters of 
the Church-on' Earth ſhall be ſhut out of the 
TER IETF : Heayens }. 
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& Heavenly Kingdom ; How think you then *6 
enter » who are as impenitent and nnbeliey- 

7 ing as they were ? Hath not Chriſt told you that 

7 in the great day of judgement he will command 
* thoſe to depart from him that had been Prophe- 
* fiers in his name; and had caſt out Devils-in hig 
7 name, and done many wonderful things z and 
why depart becauſe they had been workers of 
iniquity 5 and what ground then have you to 
hope to eſcape that have been workers of zniqui- 
ty as well as they ? If the Apoſtle Petpy tells 
you, that the gightcows ſcarcely are ſaved, how 
then can you impenitent workers of iniquity 
hope to eſcape ? Poor men ! I deſeech you mock 
not your ſelves with theſe defenſory hopes ; for 
God will not be mocked. Death will convince 
you of ſs much though I may not be able.. Doth 
not Fob tell you, That at death the bops of the by- 
poerite _ By hypecrites are meant wicked 
men of all ſorts, as well the prophane as the diſ- 
ſembling Profeſſor ; as is well known by thoſe 
thac obſerve the uſe of that word by the Prophets; 
Wicked men will be hoping as long as they live 
though they go to Hell with their hopes, bit 
$ there they will all vaniſh as dreamg when men 4- 

Wake. All the evidences you have now for 
Heaven are nothing elſe but groundleſs hopes, 
buile upon the damnable preſumption that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles may chance to prove 
falle witneſles ; and yer th:ſe hopes you hug as 
| Precious creaſures ; But believe it firs, if you ars 
, only rich in ſuch fancied hopes you are very 
poer ; if 3 man hopes he is wortiy thouſands.and 
y<t is. not really worth a groat ; if ong hopes he- 
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5s at liberty, arid yet is in a dungeon ih chaing! 
rk aaa to the Gallows ; if oe es hea® 
in hea{th when he is mortally ſick, are theſe men 7? 
a whit the richer or the more at liberty, or have 
more of health for theſe hopes > nor can your 
| caſes (oh you unconverted ones) be a jot the i 
happier, becauſe you hope you are well e.} 
nough, and ſhall do as well as any elſe in anothes! 
world ; aſſure your ſelves the black wings of| 
death will bruſh down all theſe cobwebs, and the 
laſt puff of wind thou breatheſt will break all 
cheſe bables of vain hopes ; peyhaps I cannot 
rſwade you ſo much but I am confident jt 
will be ſo, and take heed left you prove at death 
the experiments of ſo ſad a truth, Thus have I 
ſhewn you in three reſpeRs, how death doth ut- 
tetly begger wicked men. 


CHAP. 1IL. 


Am now come tg the ſecond Point I promi- 

ſed to ſpeak toy and that js to ſhew you what 
a godly man 1s, which is the ſubje& of the Text 5 
for to him only death ts gain, 
 Agodly man (in general ) is ſuch an one as the 
bleſſed Apoſtle Pax was, who in this Text ſpeaks 
of bimſelf, To we to die is Fain: had he not been 
a truly godly man he could-not in truth have ſaid 
ſomuch of-himſelf; for the blefledneſs of death 
is 2 peculiar Treaſure to the blefſed of: the 
Lord, and ſuch are all the godly, ' and none 
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' Now: there are ({evera] Gharadterg of this - M 
2 grear Apoſtles godlineſs z- three of the morexe= 7 
nen  markable 'ones I ſhall ſpeak ro; by which f 
ave 7 would have you try your ſelves,that you tnay know 
'our F- whether you are godly men or nog and ſo whe- . 
the & ther Deach'will be gainful co you, n 

Ce '1. Pant was a converted man ; every godly 
hes men is 2 converted man, and to none:but fach 
of F converted ones will Death be gain. Weare all 
the W born with our backs upon God and his Son Jeſus, 
allF upon his Kingdom and Righteouſneſs 3. we mu 
not all be converted, and turned about before we can 
| it ſee the face of our God, and our Saviour 1n peace, 
athY or enter into his Kingdom, or partake of his 
e IF Righteouſneſs; we are not as of our earthly 
ut-W Parents born Children of God 3 but we -are 
made ſuch by the Goſpel working in us a'conver- 
fon from fin unto God. There areno hopes of 
pardon of fin, or of refreſhment from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord before converfion, upon which 
the Woly Ghoſt hath intailed thoſe bleſſings , 
Att 3.19. Repent therefore and be converted thas 
1i-& jour ons may be blotted owt, when the times of re« 
ati freſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord, 
t;3Y Youſee then converfhion is abſolutely neceſlary 

to ſpeak you godly, before you partake thereof 
he Death cannot be gainſul. 
ks Paz! he was now certain it would be gain for 
en] him to die z but he was not alwayes ſo," once he 
id Y wasin ſuch a condition.that if he had ſaid ſo much, 
at had been but an Argument of his wretched des b 
Iofion z but now he is confident Death will be 3 
£4in, that is, fince God had reyealed his Son :M 
whim, td had drawn out his heart to cloſe with - * 
«: C4 ; tum + 58 
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him; and-by" Faith to relie upon him: before 
this (methinksT hear bim ſay) I wouldnot have Þ - 
dyed for a world ; no net then when I was in ' « 
the higheſt flouriſh of my Pharjſaical righteouſ- Ix 
neſs, I was then but as a gilded poſt, a dunghill, Þ ' 
firowed with flowers, a whited Sepulchre, if E  « 
had died then, I could not poſhibly have eſcaped 7 
the damnation of Hell. T admire the grace of Þ} ' 
God that F have out-lived that time 3 that time RF 
wherein I was unconverted, it weuld have been | 
dreadful for me to have: died then, Butlam i « 
not what I was , Iam another man , converhon 
hath wrought a thorough change in me; That | / 
Jeſus I now admire, and love above my life 3 yea Af 
a hundred lives (if I had them) whom I once did 
heartily hate to the death; had I been alive or I 
been preſent when Chriſt was apprehended, ar=" ill 
rajgned, condemned, crucified, I ſhould doubt- 
leſs have been ene of the firſt that had laid hands: 
on him; I ſhould have given my vote. to his 
condemnation, and been asdeep dyed with: the 
euilc of his blood as I was of Stephens when Ebeld 
the garments of thoſe that ſtoned him : But now. 
I my ſelf am willing ts be apprehended , bound, 
led as a. ſheep to the ſlavghter for hisſake, I defire 
to know nothing bur Chriſt, and preach nothing 
but Chriſt and him crucified ; and to die alſo fos 
this chigf-reafon that 1 may be with Chriſt, 
Now Sirs, if ever you would have death ,gain 
to you, believe it you miſt be converted as well 
b - a3 Paw. Haſt thou been hitherto a: meer Phari- 
= fee, one dreft up with external Ordinances, Ce- 
L. - Temcnies& tradations of your-fathers,one whole. | | 
+ religion] nat cenfifleggonly in a few externab. | 


* 
- ls L 
© x : Yr 
"us + WEB X / : - 
: ip. RED $: £ . F 
_—_ S n ET O08 . 
; ** ins 
Sm >». 
po 
_-_ 


- : 
n yr | : a 4" , 
uo" £* 2 4 P ” ” S ” £ P 3 hs -- "7 
A LEY 2 3:44. « } A - p WT ” Ly 
+ 4— \ 4 p x ” >, : P : 
* », po . _— ..7 - rw 


a o \ : "x" ” C 
ad ” 
- o - - *, 
: F 7, 


| =X - GIS 
(21) | 
* As of Devotion or a few moral works of Alms, 
2 or Ads of juſtice , having no others Principle 
f. Þ than & loveto the you of men, I tell thee thou 
1, __— conyerted or never hope to have-gain by 
$ deat, þ | 
: If you have deen Curſers, Swearers, Blaſphe= 
Ff & mers, Perſecutors of Chriſt and his Righteouſ- 
e © neſs in the lives of his People: and: Dimiders 
n | thereof, never hope to. gain any: advantage by 
a | death till chou do experience a through conver- 
1 | fion: if you have been a ſect of ignerant, care- 
+ If leſs, lake-warm Galio's , that have look'd on-tae 
2 & matters of religion as indifferent things, and ne- 
4 & ver yet ſec your ſelves to a ſerious; behieving in 
x 
I 
$ 
- 
1 
Y 
þ 
7 
; 
; 


| Chriſt and his Promiſes, and co a humble canſci- 
encious Ovedience' to-his Commands, + never - 

hope ( except you be converted) to.ſhut up your 

lives with peace ; for till then you are wicked, 

and there is n0 peace tothe wicked, ſaith my God. 

Death indeed 1s gainful tg the wicked when they 

are converted from the ercors of their ways, but 

never till chen, | 

2...A godly man.with Paul is dead ito all 

worldly loves , and js wholy or chiefly taken up 

with thelove of Jeſas Chriſt, Before you come 

to Jeſus Chriſt by faith , and fix your affe&ions 

upon; him , you are. all lovees.ol the Creawres 
more than thz Creator, ,meer Idalaters;. though. 
| |. you fall not down to them; 'and pray to-them, as . 27 
the Papiſts do to Images; yet in reneion « 2 
are admirers and adorers of them z one admires 7 
the pleaſures of ciamvering and: iwantondeſs, © 
another his riches, ano:h2r bis worldly wiſdomy - +» 
Agparts and gifts, another his Paaciſaical refi="+,5 
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' gious pexſormances they admire them more than 
God humſeli, or his Chrith and bis righteouſneſs 3 2, 
theſe they rejoyce in, pride themſelves in, truſt ©? 
in, [give that honour to, Whieh is due ro God and 7 
Chriſt only z every one hach his Idol or Idols in | 
hw heart : this is the condition of all the unre- * 
sznerate of the earth, | 
: Bumniow 2 godly man to whom Death ſhall be | 
Gain, 'is one that is crucified to the world, and 
worldly things, and is only or chiefly alrve in his | 
love tq Jeius Chriſt z thoſe things which, before 
converhon he admired,-now he {lights ; what he 
doted on, tow he deſpiſethzas vain empty things, 
that he takes nopleaſure in; juſt ſuch an one was 
Panl, I am (ſays he) crncrfied tothe world, and 
tbe world is crucified 10 wit';, | am juſt as a dead | 
man laid out as to worldly things ; they do not | 
move me, if I havethem, Icanaſe them ; bur | 
1f ] have them nor, I' have learntto'be content | 
without them. And+ ſo it will be with you all | 
when God hath opened the eyes of your under- Þ 
ſtandings, to behold the excellencies of himſelf, 
and his Son Jeſus, and the beauties of holineſs |} 
and righteouſneſs, then will you ſay of all crea- | 
ture etjoyments , as he did of his Phariſaical 3 
righteouſneſs, Phil. 3. 7,8. #hat things were Þ 
£6:nto we, 1 conmed loſs for Chriſt. Teadowbtleſs, © 
and] cont all things but loſs ; for the excellency | 

uf .the knowledge of Feſws Chriſt my Lord; for | 
7 F have ſuffered the leſt of all things, and do | 
count thaw but dwig, that I may win (brift. 

” What abraveflight had the Apoſtle here made 

; ove the world 1 Donbtleſs Paw! bad many 

"5 Frome and wy 2h at Jornſdlem, be wasan, 
ro Stein i 3:4; 7 1.5. 4 4 
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Dn a 
Coreat credit with the High Prieſt, a rifing man 
© wichout queſtion : Bur when Chriſt had given 
® his heart @ cn , he left them all, and all their 
** loves » and his hopes of preferment by them; 
5 theſe and all qther things that he formerly had an 
F high eſteem for z now they are all droſs tothim, 
© I have got Jeſus Chriſt that is worth a thouſand 

of them : He knew his friends'and great acquain«* 


= & trance did now hate himzbur he cared not, he re- 
vis pented not his change, if it was to do again he 
re & would do it. What ſay you to this my Brethren, 
he & Bere is a man indeed whoſe heart was taken off 
s, © che world and fixt on Chriſt. Are yours ſo? never 
2; i hope fora gainful Death call then. 

of Some do but talk of their willingneſs to die ; 
4 & youcan never de heartily willing to die,until you 
by dead to the world and worldly Laws, and 
i» your hearts inflamed with th&Joye of Chrifh 0g y 
is | _ you truly godly, and death will be truly ' 

S gainful. | 

_ : 3. A godly man is one whoſe converſation is 
- i» in Heaven, Thar is, his thoughts are in Heaven, 
2 F his hopes and heart likewiſe are there:; for his 
* & riches are in Heaven, his bouſe is in Heaven, kis 
[ # relations are in Heaven; a godly mans All is 
| there. Agk him what he hath on Earth, and he 
' & willtell you, nothing or leſs than nothing : ak 
” 3 him where then are higblefſings > he will tel] you, 
| 7 there where my Father 15,and my Saviour is,there 


are my defired bleflings , cher's my hopes; ard 
_ my All; andI with that I myſelf was with 
t2em., . 
Ask s carnal man where is bis All He will 
tell you traly, all I have _ 
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it lie? perhaps ſays he, in a little houſehol(s 
s, 1n my trading Stock,in a few hundred 
of Pounds in Caſh,and in my Relations and ſome® 
earthly Friends ; this (ſaith he) is all T bave, all” 
Iam werth, Theſe, my Brethren, are the All, 3 
the only treaſures of the ungodly, upon theſe they! 
live, with theſe they converſe, theſe things are! 
earchly, and theit converſation is wholy with 
theſe. But if it be thus with any of you, aflure 
your ſelves it muſt not always be thus with you ; 
1fyon hope to find a gain in death, you muſt con= 
verſe with Heaven, have your converſation there 
before you can groundedly hope to go there your 
ſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, Phil. 3. 29. , Or con+ 
Uerſation # in Heaves, He ſpeaks not of himſelf 
q only, but of the whole Church 3 eſpecially .the | 
E: fincere and living members thereof, never then 
| hope to _ the Church to Heaven, until 
with the Church your converſation 1s there, 
Thus have I finiſhed the ſecond Point I pros 
miſed to ſpeak to, I have ſhewn you what a 
godly man is , that you may knoy whether. you 
be ſnch 5 from whence you may conclude, That 
Death will be Gainto you. | : 1659 
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CHAP. III. 


THe third Point I promiſed is this , to. ſhew 
yon, what is this Gain which Pawl'and 

; all Believers perſwade themſelyes of at Death.: 

6 I am now fallen into a maze,; where I'may 

” ,fcartoloſe my ſelf ; What a gifficult tagk;wall = 
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ſt be to_explicate 
which indeed is greater than words can expreſs ; 
yea, which is more than the thoughts .of man-can 
perceive. 
the beauty of this world, one may ſee more with 
one caſt of the eye, thin explain with ten thou= 
ſand words : how much more difficule muſt it be 
to explicate the beauty and glory of the other z 
one glance of your eye, my brethren, when you 
gome there will more fully fatigfie you with the 
excellency of that place, than all the words we 
Can uſe here, If chere be ſuch excellencies in 
the diſpenſation of Chriſts Kingdom: 6n earth, if 
there be ſuch unexprefſible myſteries of wiſdom 


- and grace in the Goſpel, that have never as yet 


fully entered into the mind of man'to conceive ; 


how much more unexpreſſible muſt this myſtery |, 


of the Kingdom of Chriſt in Heaven: and. its glo- 
ry be > Egg bath not ſeev, nor car beard 5 nor bath 


. Wemtered into the heart of man to conceive the things 


that God hath prepared for them that love him. 
The heart of man is able to underſtand, and graſp 
great things , excellent things z; but the things 


' prepared of God for them, that love him, are 


ſuch that none-can apprehend , much leſs ex» 
preſy. - 

; Bur-you may perhaps think- if pos, bed been 
there and ſeen all, he might poſſibly, been ahle to 
expreſs.what he: had-ſcen.: | The Apoſtle tells you 


the quite contrary ; He ſays ( 4. Cor. 12. 2.) that. 


he was:priviledged with a-rapture, that he was 
Eanght up eo the third; heaven, . and into paradiſe, 
ther jn_ſou{-only , 
$ was ſure” of ,- that he-be 
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How hard a thing is it fully to nnfold * | 


as bow <lſe he was net 
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” words, anddoubtlefs ſaw things alſe, wonderful 
© and amazing, ſuch as he never ſaw orheard the 
” like onearth; all was glorious,* ſurpaſſing glo- 


- 


* gious, he wanted wards to expreſs how glo- 


rj0us. 
However, ſince the Holy Ghoſt hath ſpoken 


in Scriptures many things concerning the blefſed= 
neſs of the godly after death, I ſhall endeayour 
to (et it forth-according to that meaſure of un+ 
derſtanding the Lord hath given me therein, and 
that in theſe three Particulars. 


1. The'Saints at death ſhall gain Heaven. 

2- They ſhall gain a preſence with the Perſon 
of Chriſt; 
; +3, They ſhall gain a likeneſs to him, 


Firſt, The Saints at death ſhall gain Heayen. 
This is « g2in indeed, we ſhould hearnly ſay ſo, 
if we did var underſtand what it was True. by 
thigexchange we ſhall leave and ſo loſe the earth, 
if it may deſerve the name of a loſs;bur who will 
much rrouble kimſelf in:the loſs of 'a few coun- 
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CH): 2 
where we (hall live in | ana health and eaſe 5 
earth is our prifon, and our fins are heavier thin * 
chains; Heaven is the palace of our Father,and 
our King ; and grace and glory will be more #- 
'  dorning ro us than chaing of Gold. | 

Bur ill you will ſay, whac is Heaven? FE can 
cell you what it's called, though I cannot perfet- 
ly tell you what it is, 

It's called Mount Sion, Heb. 12. and khis 
in alfufion to that Mountain in Fersſa/ew where 
Solomons Temple ſtood , and wherein Gad in' 4 
wonderful manner dwelt, _There ſays God , 
1 Kings g. 3. Will I pat my name for ever ;, mine © 
eyes and ny heart ſhall be there perpetually. lothis, 
Temple was the Holy of Holies, in this H6ly-of 2 
Holies ws the Oracle or Mercy Seat, . fzgomn 7 
thence did God anſwer his people by their Prielt. * 3 
in a more immediate manner ; waile you are, an * 
earth , God ſpeaks to you. mediately by his. 
Miniſters, but in Heaven he will ſpeak to you 
immediately face to face 2: now he ſpeaks by ſuch.” F 
poor weak Inſtruments ag bis Miniflers; and oh & 
how ſweet are his words, he ſpeaks to you this: ? 
way? ſweeter ([aith David) then the boney or the _ 
beney comb. But how much more ſweet will they: 
be when they come immediately from himſelf ? 
If our ſo dark and cenfuled diſcowſes of the. my« ® 
ſeries of the Goſpel , do ſo often melt your. 
hearts, warm your affe&ions and raiſe your joys, * 
what thiok you will be thoſe raptures of love: * 
8nd joy you then (hall have, when yortr faculties - 
ſhall be enlarged, and God himſelf ſhall be yoar,* 

- , mediate Teacher, how fully and plaiply-y a... 
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& exvel all thoſe difficulties in the myſtery of our 
We be or partial ignorance whereof we 
2 are now bemaili ing. - This is that place where 
© God harh put hi Name ; Mount - Sion was the 
* mountain of G 2d, it dore his Name and enjoyed 
. þ SiaPreſence ; » but yet this was bit as a ſhadow : 
at-be 2zven that is the real and ſubſtantial moun= 
"rain of God, where he diſplayeth the excellen- 
-cies of his glory, far ever; here 1s hiseye and 
| uae, and ſelf 'concinuatly. That old mount 
- Sion is now deſerced of God, the Temple ruin'd, 
+ and that glorious Ocacle therein pulPd down 
| be this Moant Sion (hill nzyer have end , nor 
3 E Goterec ceaſe ro manifeſt himſelf therein, or 
d2 eyec coaſe to enjoy tioſe manifeſtations. 
Secondly, H2aven i is called the new Feruſalem, 
(9b. 2,) and this in oppoſition. to the old Fe- 
© wyſelens the chief havitation of the (ced of wd{bra- 
| baw: This.old Fernſzlem was once called the 
\ © City of G2d , the plac? wher? his moſt beleygd 
* people Iſrael dvelc; hither it was the Tribes 
went tp, the Tcibes ofthe Ltd unto the teſti- 
 mony of Iſratt, to give thinks. co the name of 
|: the Lord, th2re were ſet th: Tarone; of Judge- 
mnt, the Titb1es bf thi Foiſe of Dayid, Plat. 
” Pas God ſtrengthurd the bars of her gates and 
 Siefſed the childres #fthin her. He made peace in 
Ne, ani "led her with the fonefF of the 
when, Pl. 47. [3, I 4- If chis old Jeruſalem 
 wasT) bl:2d 2 plzc2, 'wirc miſt needs be the 
be + ep) thit was bits ty2, 2 ſh1doy, this the ſub - 
© Minc?: [char City dw2lt mitty godly; but for 
A An bg ufc theft wits mH5:E wicked, but in 
F:v20 chees is nit Q1L Fioktyy .Vuc a; algafly ; 
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there is not an Angel but what is holy, nora Spis -# 
rit bat what is- the Spirit of a juſt man 5 what a 
comfort is it to be-the Member of a godly Pa- 2 
mily on earth, or of a heavenly Congregation? 
if godlineſs renders Families and Congregations 
fo ſweet » how ſweet 'mnſt the ſociety of Angels 
and Saints be in Heaven, where grace 18:jn 1ts 
higheſt elevation ? what is it but ungedlineſs that 
renders Families and this World but as Priſons, 
2s a howling wilderneſs and a land of darkneſs, 
But comfort your ſelves, when death comes you - 
ſhall be no longer molgſed with ſuch tronble- 
ſome companiens, you ſhall be taken into Para- 
diſe where are Abrabew,1ſace and Facoh,and this 
blefled Apoſtle with all their deceaſed brethren 
no unclean thing or perſon ever entered there. 


God and the Lamb, and that grace which broughe 
them thither, | | 

This is that City, whither all the Trabes,- tlie 
Tribes of the Lord go up to worſhip 3 God hath 
trengthned the Bars of her Gates, that. no Ene- 
my ſhall enter, The Devil . had pexmiffion to 
enter the earthly Paradile to tempt and work the 
ruine of that pair of innocent inhabitants ; but 
he ſhall neyer enter this Celeſtial Paradiſe to 
work any ſuch Ike miſchief. Peace ſhall be 
within her walls, and all her children are bleſ- 
ſed; God ſhall feed them with Angels focd, and 
on ſhall rhey keep an everlaſting -jubilee.- 
What ſay you wy Brethren and fellow Travel. 
lers, 1s 1t not good being there Þ nay, muſt not 
the way be ſweet wherein you are walking, thav 
leads to ſo blefled a Cy as this is? tave patis, .} 
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3 enct but a while, « few/months or years will 
convince us that all this jx-true, Lec us at pre« 
- ſent be content to dwell an Tabernicles with 4- 


” 
» 


braham, Iſaac, and Jecob, fince with them, as 
Heirs of the Promule, were looking for a Ci- 


_ ty which hath foundations, wheſe Builder and 


Maker is God z our Houſes and Citits here are 


. unſetled as without foundations ; the wind can 
blow them down, the fire can burn them, cime 


conſumes them, or we our (elves can demoliſh 
and remove them. 
- Bur Heaven is « City that hath Foundationss 
,every Stone whereof with its pearly Walls and 
Gates and Manſions, are immovadly. fixt by the 
eternal Decree of God, a8 no math can cortupt, 
nor no thief ſteal its riches ; ſo neither can any 


. wind, or fire, ortime,ftir,burnor waſte any ſtone 


or golden tile of its ſplendid Manſions ; and 
no wonder it is ſoglorious and permanent, when 
God himſelf by way of eminency, is called its 
God hath biult this infe- 
rior viſible yorldy and ſo beautifully enamel*d'it 
with variety of pleaſuces,. with wtych we are fo 
taken, thac oh how diffgult a thing it 1s, to per- 
fwade us to be willing to go out thereof ; and 
yet God never intended when he buijc this that it 
thould continue long, Now if there hath been 
ſo much coſt of wiſdom and goodneſs laid out -4n 
the building of this which was but to laſt for 4 
time, what muſt be that manifold wiſdom and 
multiplied goodneſs which the great God hath 
tid out npon this City above, which he intended 
thould endure roall Eternity, and proportiona- 
bly how great muſt be the beauty, ciches, glory, 
pd majeſty thereof ? 8 


% 4 #7 , 
: - = y 
E = s% . * Cd hk 
"— hs P 4 Lew : «4, 5 
£D.y CF 


. - —_ 
; « 
. »* —— 


Ap = - a 


_- 
- 


Sarely this world where now we live, | 
23 ſome out- houſes-tothac hieavenly Palace; for © 
what almoſt hath it beea from the b&ginning, but 
25 a brothel Houſe, where tan (almoſt «floan as 
made ) was tempted and ayercome to leave God 
his Husband, and to commit ſpiritual whoredom '- 
with the Creature 2 what hath jc been but a ſcul= - 
lery wherein a deal of fanful, filthy dirty work 
hath been performed ? a meer Shambles,whereia 
God hath permitted his dear Children, yer, his 
, only begotten Son to be butchered, a meer fia- 
ble, where (excepting very few) none but un- 
clean beaſts have inhabited, Now if the eter- 
nal God- head that made this world, and knew 
when he made it, that at would be ſo abuſed, and ' 
notwithſtanding this, did ſo beſpangle its roof + 
with Sun and Stars, and laid its flogry Foundg- 
tion in ſuch a pleaſant, uſeful fraitfulneſs 3. Cer 
tainly when he erected Heaven, which he iptends © 
ed for none elfe, but his deer and beloyed Chile +. 
dren z certainly (I ſay) that place muſt needs 
vaſtly furp aſs this in glory. 

And if Heaven muſt needs ſo far exceed the 
glory of this world, how much more muſt it ex- 
ceed the beauty of our little houſeg wherein we 
dwell ? which but ſome Carpenter or Maſon 
dulce, Alas poor men ! ſurely you willnot come 
pare them with the Almgghty, or their skill with 
bis: when they have built your Houſes with the + 
greateſt coſt and $k1ll, ſnppoſe they had laid yout * 
Flores with Plates of Gold, hung your walls with *.» 
the fineſt Arras, with the richeſt unbroidery, be- 
Ipangled throughout with the rareſt Pearls , and -* 

the molt ſhining Diamond z-and toalt this, Jet © 
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” the reſt of the Furniture be propottioned ; I Tay 
& ſuch a houſe as this isno more, if but compared to 
*- this icuRtar$of Heaven and Earth wherein we at 
” preſent dwell,than a childs hoaſe which he makes 
of painted Cards is to the moſt beautiful and 
magnificent Temple which Solomon built to the 
honour of the God of Heaven : and if it bears no 
greater a proportion to this worlds glory,what do 
your Houſes, thotgh moſt ſplendid,' bear in pro- 
portion to this City in the Heavens, which 
18 not the workmanſhip of men but of God. 

Oh my Brethren, did we believe this ; how 
eafily might God perſwade us to exchange 1 Bue - 
oh fooliſh childiſh Creatures 1 though we know 

' all this, yer how loth are we to go to the enjoy- 
ment of this place when God doth call us. Me2 
thinks my ſoul and yours whilſt I ſpeak of this 
place, ſhould preſently ery out, would we were 
there to ſee the truth of all this we now- do bur 
ſpeak and hear of 1 'Well, my Brethrenzit is our 
mercy, if'we are not willing that God will fetch 
us to himſelf, whether we will orno ; when he 
hath finiſhed his work of grace in os here, we 
ſhall not after that Gay many minutes out of 
this glory. . 

Laſtly, Heaven is called onr Lords joy (Mat. 
> 25. 21.) Well done good and faithfal ſervant, enter 
thou imo the joyof thy Lord ; that 18, enter thou 
.- into Heaven ; again; ſo it is called, Heb, 13. 2, 
Where it is ſaid, That Jeſs looking to the joy that 
: © was ſet before bim, endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed 
> - the (hame." By joy 1s there likewiſe meant 
E, Heaven, 
=  Thac muſt needs be a bl:fled place that is fo. 
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2 full of joy ; riay; that iFjoy it ſelf > a9 if it wig 


3 nothing elſe ?, and ſuch is” Heaven , they then 
#7 that leave this earth ſo full of forrew and ſadneſs 
2 as we find it; and exchange it for Heaven, muſt 
needs be great gainers. = 4 ee 
' How cahi it Chooſe bat be 8 joyful place where 
there is no fin the canſe of all ſorrow > where 
fin is not only pardoned , but perfeRtly cured, 
and all its curſed conſequents perfectly removed, 
where thete is no Devil to tempt, nor fleſh to 
betrays nor allaring ebjeRs to inſnare; nor any 
weak gtaces to niake a faint refiſtance, +< -_.. 
| David haththere no cauſe that his eyes ſhould 
run down with tears night and day becauſe 
men keep not the Law of God : nor is the righ+ 
teous ſoul of Zot vexed contitiually; becauſe of 
the unrighteons deeds of the wicked Sodgmites 2 
nor hath Feremiab any more cauſe of writing a 
Book of Lamentations for the fins and captivity of 
his people z nor the bleſſed Apoſtle of bedew- 
ing his Epiſtles with tegrs , becatiſe of the cau- 
ruption of any tmnembers of the Church, whoſe 
dellies were their gods, who minded. earthly 
things, and were enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt; 
For in Heaven. is a Church where every .membes 
is pick't & cull'd ; it is a ſeparated Church wittfs 
our the guilt of Schifm, it is a Royal Vine with- 
out any dead or fruitleſs Branch ypon it 5 it 19-8: 
Society without ſpot or. wrinkle; or any fuck 
thing, with wham God ſhall never be offended, 
nor Chriſt rebuke or threacen to ugchurchy or rg 
fend again intoa wilderneſs. . | 


| het and f no wicked prophane oeigh>ours to 
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-be offended at their libagty, nor no ſuperſtitious 
/Perſecutors to hatezimpriſon,or baniſh themgfor | 
Payl hatis here obtained his defire , when he 
-wiſh'd what all were cut oft that troubled Þ 
them. 
If the beuntiful God-'hath beep and is ſo good 
20 the wicked, even whilſt they are ina courſe of 
zebelliomagaink him, as to. do them good and 
give them Rain from Heaven, and fruitful ſea- 
ſons, filling their hearts with food and gladneſs, 
as Paal'(aith be is, (48s 14. 17.) How far more 
1 kind muſt he needs- be to his Children that. per- 
f tectly bear his image inthe:Heavens, ſurely with 
- more:abundant joy andgladneſs muſt he fill their 
hearts. ! | 
_ IK God is fo indulgent to his people whil 
they areon earth, to give them the conſolation 
of 'his- Spirit, and fill- them through delieving 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glexyz. and thug 
p. while they are bur-partly ſerving him; and partly 
9 feening/ againſt him ? Ob with what more tran» 
* - fcendentyjoy & glory will be fill thermywhen their 
faith 18 ſwallowed up in vifion, and when every i 
0. thing .that ſhould obftrudt their joys is perfectly 
b/ temoved. Heaven is the Bride-chamber where 
3 the Bridegroom is always preſent, andwho can, 
whilſt he 1sby, wear ſorrowful looks, or entertan 
any grief ofheart?  -. 
 Heie it is that Chriſt marries: his. Bride, and 
r& his: Farber entertains 4is penitenc prodigal Þ 
with' mufick/ and: dancing z.. Here: are tbe 
Songs of love and Halleluzzhs of free grace; this 
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be caN1'd of the whele creation, whilh I write 
6d word of theſe things , what catiſe have 
# wwe to cry out with Devil 120. v.49 710 #9; 
| thar we ſojourn in Meſech, that we dwetl it the tent 
of Kedar ! what is this exrth bar # Becbizs, 'a Na+ 
| bicavion of Weepers; md yer ſich is our foll 
f (which certainly muft fpring from the mfidefiry 
LB of our hearts) that we cannot endure the thoughts 
of departing hence, though jt be ro.onr Maſfers 
” Bf joy. God would bring ts' not' ro Zoxy, # lirtle 
© If City in the plain, but tothe new Fernſatres, ſeared 
- Þ on the Mount of God; 'and yet how db we Hin- k 
L per in this Sodom: He would kad us into one C4» Z 
'T BE #44n, but we chooſe this wilderneſs, what in- | 

excuſabte folly 1s this? the Lord'pardottus, and 
Rt Y cure ng of it. | 


'S = - 2. We ſhattgain by death a preſence with the 
. glorious Perſon of Feſm Chrift,” | 


n- & This js the only reaſon the Apoſtle; (Pbi.* fe 
cul $23.) mentions, why he defires to depart hence, 
ry Wt is that he'may be with Chriſt ; and the yery - 
ne resſon 'be gives of his defire tobe abſent " 
rom the body, 2 Cor: 5,6.” it is, that then be ; 
ould be pre(ent with the Lord, * He' did verily 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt, God-man wig'perfon +» 
y in Heayen ; tiar he that was onee on che 
coſs' detween two Thieves » wis now Oh 2 
Fhrone amidft ten thonſend' times” ten 'ifhduſand 
hgels;that tits very head; which'once was crown- bo 
with thorys,wasrow crowned wich gory, that... 
v23 Ge ther wax defpiſed, ſcoffed by mes, wis now... 
Wy Sortuppedtby che whole Hot of Suuity and Al 
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gels. - All this he did verily believe to be true, 
and therefore he defired-to die, that he might get Þ 
to ſee all this: and if ſurely our faith were ſo 

ſtrong. as Pas!'s , our 'defires in this reſpeR * 
would be no leſs fervent. | | 

There were many other glories to behold in 
Heaven, but they were all nothing in compare 
to Chriſt... He would fain ſee him that was once 

raying, ſweating, and bleeding for him , who 
"had com on him when he was an ignorant 
blaſphemer: and perſecutor, who met him in his 
Journey to Damaſcru,and ſhone with ſuch amaze» 

- 3ng light about him, and who might as well have 
then ſtruck him dead as ſtruck him down 53 who 
then choſe him to be an Apoſtle, and inſtead of 
giving him the loweſt placean Hell, as a puniſh- 
ment for his blaſphemy,. did advance him to the 
higheſt place in his Church. P44! would fain 
ſee him, who had accompanied bim in all his tras, 
vels, ſtood by him jn the throng of all his Ene- 
mies z-delivered- him from many dangers and 
deaths, and comforted him in all his tribulations- 
No wonder the Apoſtle. had ſo great a mind to 
ſee Chriſt, who had been ſo great a friend unto 
him, as all this ſpeaks him, EW, 

DoR. Chriſt in ku Throne, Chriſt indus Glory is 
Fithout doubt a wery lovely in-raviſhing fight, a moſt 
raking thing. Chriſt bimſelf knew it mould be ſoguben 

'be Yen: of bis Father that his Diſciples ſhould be 

_ withbim; and nhy with bim >. that they may bebold 

wy glory ; as if be bad ſail, my Folloners (it 18 true} 

0 love me, 1 am precious to them and they do bonour 
I we': but Father 1 pray thee taks them ingo Heaven, ff 1 
4-4 2.7, {644 they. wy ſee hom much 53 love 19-uut qxeceder 
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heirs; and bow wah that glory then haft given me 


Ue, if doth exceed abrbeir preſent admiring: of wi;©. - - © 
get 7. Chriſt was glorious when' transfigured on the 
ſo I Mount, 449.17, 2- when'his Face- did ſhine as 
eR I the San,and kis'Raiment was as white as the tight. 


. E Chriſt appeared gloriouſlyte Feb» in a Vigon, 
in i Rev. 1.13, 14+ Hit bead ard hairs nerr- as white as 
Co ſnow, bis eyes 4s @ flame of fire, bi: feir liks fine braft 
CCI as if they buyned in a furnace. But what 18-21l this 
ho IN to the glory he now wears in Heaven, to which 
nt I no mortal eye can approach, Chriſt transhigueed, 
bis Wl Chriſt in a Viſion was ſeen by mortal men ; bur 
&- I Chriſt in his heavenly glory can be ſeen by none 
Ve IN but ſach as are immortal. | 
ho There it is where Chrifts eternal power and 
of Wf God-head is moſt manifeſt ; there is no Socinian 
h- in Heaven, when all ſee him ſer on that undi- 
he I vided Throne of his glorious Father, and like- 
in IJ wiſe ſee all the Angels and Srch- Angels ca wor- 
i * (hip before him. 
C- There alſo it-is that the glory of his humane 
id © nature is moſt perſpicuous : The man Jeſus is 
$- FF not there numbred with finners 3 who doth there 
ta Y' call him Wine-bibder, or ſay he hath a Devil? 
(0 IF who ſees not the innocency and unſpprted baguty 
of the divine Soul of. that Savioar now he is in 
« If his exaltation : There our Solomnn is in all his 
ff Slory 3 the Robes of his Himanity fm2'ls of 
ny Mycrhe, and all the Virgins of that Kinglome 
be & love him. How is that doleful queſtion ſweetly 
3 changed ; from, Wa: there ever ſorrow like mine, 
ur 
b 
- 


1to, Was there zver glory like mine. 
. Heaven indeed is a glorious place ; but Chriſt. - 
is the top of all thoſe glories, of all mrny 
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of-honaufke is the higheſt, the fweeteſt Roſe mnal® 1 
faireſt Lilly of allchatmoneteio., and.of allthe'® 
Sans ef,God' be :55 the: moſt deloved:;] be is the 
great King of that Royal City, He is the grearet 
and.beſt of;. beings «heres both by nature and des} 
Cree, 43 Ding the Eternal Son of God Þynatare, 
andthe King. of Szints and Head of Principali 
ties'and Phwers, Thrones and Dominjons by 
ECree,”: 77” « 
4 There I faq: fits Jeſus: at the ou band of th 
b-- MajeRy: on bigh, "that itluſtrious King of Saints, 
and by the Bathers defignation the abſoluee Mo. 
narch of Heaven and Eetth', never was Crown 
beflowred with ſuch authority and power as bis ; 
and neyer: were thvſe flowers becter blown and 
ſpread tham:as worn by. hitn, CATH 
. Oh my Boethren could we but. conceive the 
glory. of the Court he keeps, and underſtand the 
matner of adminiſtr@ing the affairs of that Kings 
dom, how ſtrangely ſhould we he ſarprized Þ All 
the aftairsof Heaven,Earth and bell docome be- 
fore h1u,: which be governeth by fteady and un-: 
erring  Counſels. All the Plors/of'' Hell and 
the Counſels of the Courts of Princes, 'when 
combined againft his Church on Earthglie all na- 
ked-and open before him there, which he either 
preyents, or if not, he over-rules to his own glo- 
ry » and fis peoples good. This'is the Courr 
”. winch is more throng'd wirh buſineſsthan'all the- 
's Princes Palaces of the world being pit rogethier; 
hither daily comegthe cries of fin for vengeance, 
the prayers of - the Szints for mercy ; and theif! 
praiſes for acceptance ': .and how can"we - but 
ſtand and wonder to fee what fadden 3nd yer 
#425 | ; X » , #K- L. 4 * righ» 
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riehreons diſpatches, everyone receives. Think © 
= mot my xy woe that your Lord fits 1d there, . y 
# only ro; be gazed at and-praifed by the Rahiders 
#8 by. Such an honour as that would rather become 
© « Statue than this Prince of Life and *Glary, 
Chriſt is not placed in Heaven only for ſheyw, bar 
for uſe alſo : though the San in the Firmani@nc. 
be a pleaſentthing to ſee, yet the bravery of thar 
Crexure lies rather in-its mfluences than in its 
looks,. It is not the external pomp of Chrifts 
Perſon only; but the influences of Soveraign 
fe&tons that ſpeaks him wonderfal g they are che 
inflaences of his love which makes that Patadiſe 
2boye to bloſſom, and cauſeth there '4n ati ever= 
nd lifting Spring'and Summer, the influences of his 
wiſdom, mercy; grace, power, that gives being, 
life, vigour, beauty, ſtrength to his Chart oh 
Earth, and the influences of his juſtice and feye- 
rity on the damned, makes hell robe helle unto 
them + what would this Earth do without its Sun ? 
all things would wither and-die away; atid with» 
out the invigorating influences of God and the 
Lamb, Heavens glory would fade, the' Churches 
joy on earth would die,& hells fire would'go out. 
God hath placed the Government on his ſhoul« 
ders, and he bears it there, and will fo do until he 
viyes it up again unto his Father, as he will at the 
conſummation of this world. - In the mean time 
itis he dire&s and governs all. What are all 
the Angels in Heay2n,but ſo many glorious Ser 
vitors that wait upon his Throne , that go and: 
come, and either are employed; in his Aﬀeaits in 
Hzaven or Earth for the welfare of his Church, as 
he'commanids; all their Orders and Gommiſſions . -- 


*T % « £ "«£ 
* © 9 3 


4 


$4 JF 4 Y 1 


they take from him,all the ſervice (my brethren} 
we have from thoſe excellent Creatyres 
it is both by his Command and his. Dire- 
Aion. | 

It j$ he that ſets up all the Kings on Earth 
+ rontinuesthem or diſplaceth them as he pleaſeth, 
and therefore on his Veſture and on his Thigh 
2 Name igwritten, KING of KINGS, and 
LORD of LORDS, to fignifie his power 
prer them - nor is there a Church on Earth: but 
he hath planted, when he would gather a people 
inany Town, City, or Kingdom, it is he ſends 
the. Spirit , he chuſeth the gifts, and ſendg the 
Miniſter or MiniRers whom he pleaſeth,and bleſ- 
ſeth their Labours, according to the Councel of 
his own will, his eye and heart is always upon 
them, and his powerful and gracious influences 
are always with them, eſpecially thoſe that love 
him, to dixeR, councel, comfort, rengthen,and 
In caſe of Perſecution, either co prote& them 
om ſufferings,” or to ſupport them under 
[4 en, 

Who is it that hears or reads theſe lines, that 
18 not willing, nay earneſtly defirous to quir this 
world to fly above, that he may ſee this Jeſus ; 
this abſolute and incomparable Monarch of both 
worlds 2 who will not juſtifie this bleſſed A+ 
poſtles choice, that: he bad rather die than live, 
that he mighc be preſent with hjm 2 ard who 


q *. . will not now ſay, chat a Saint is a gainer by gg- 


ing to Heaven. . ob 1 
= a my-brethren, this is not all that, which 
will advance the gain hereof in your eſteems, is 
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Aands in to-you'; thig Jehis, this Prince of He p 

2nd glory, this univerſal Monarch js your Lord, _ © 
your Husband , and your "Head; you are his 
williog $ubjeRs, his Bride, his Members 3 you 2 
know we do not uſe to rejoyce in our Friends = 
and Relations only for their b*aury and good i 
parts ; but becauſe they axe related, becau@he 

is my Hugband or my Wife , my Child or my * 
Parents ; therefore we love-them, they love us, +»? 
delightin us, own ng, care forus z therefore we : 
love them. | | 

S2 Chriſt loves ns, not only becauſe wg are 
Creatures, but becauſe we are his. new Crea- 
turesz becauſe we love hjm, truſt in him, own 
him, profeſs him, becauſe we are reproached, 
ſcornea, andare willing to ſuffer, and if need be 
die for him. And whatthink you, will not the 
confideration of the like reſpe&s heighten your 
rejoycings in him when you are in Heaven?  * 
where you ſhall be able to ſay, that crowned in- | *  \.$ 
throned King, is my King, my Saviour, Head and | 
Husband ; there fits he who loved me, and died 
for me, and waſhed my garments white in his 
* blood; There js he chat ſent his-Minifters to 
teach me, and his Spirit to open my undeeftand» 
ing to help me to perceive their teachings to 
ſoften my heart, to humble and convert me, to 
woand win, and marty me to himſelf, How' 
often had I been overcgme with remptations, 
had be not aſſiſted me with his ſufficient grace, 
and magnified bis power 1n my weakneſs? and 
25 often bad ] ſunk under deſpair from an appre- 
henfion of my {infulneſs, had be not carefally > 
watched me, and ſecretly put his nn uny 3 
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"under me, and ina fill. yoice whiſpered to my 
hearr,that my-fins were forgiven. How.can' thefe 
thoughts of him,when thou behokdeſt him in Hea- 
ven, chooſe bur blow np the glory of his coun» 
tenance, and make it mote tranſcendently ſhine 
mngny eyes? | 
hink it not ſtrange, my brethren, that I ſo 

emaenifie the gainful injoyment you ſhall have of 
the perſonal preſence of your blefled Lord in 
the Heavens : Alas, how ſhort are theſe words 
of the ching it ſelf, which exceeds aH{ thoughts x 
You ſee the Apoftfe ſingles him out from all the 
hoſt of Heaven, and makes tie fight of him, the 
only, at leaſt, che chief motive of his defire 
of being there : and traly what can there be in 
that Kingdom in compare to him' f except his 
glorious Father and Holy Spirit who are one 
with him) that is worth the ſeeing. 

Trae, there are Angels and Saints, who thongh 
they be excellent, pleaſing Society, vaſtly ſupe- 
riour to any we ever efjoyed on earth ;, yet how 
much inferiour are they to him 2 | 

For what are Angets,: how ever” diſtinguiſhed 
by their different degrees and orders? It is our 
Lord Jelus that made them all ; rhey are but 
Veſfels (though of honoar) of his own making ; 

4nd what is the Veſſel in compare 'to him that 
made it? hemade them all, ſaſtains them all ; he 
is thejr Head, and he doth govern themy 1 Colof. 

And they all own him, 'praiſe him, and worſhip 
him as ſuch, they had never been, or elſe had 
laps'd with the many of their ſociety into fin and 
miſery, had nat:he upheld them, © 
...Chrift is the firſt and the laſt, they compar 
an nt ©. tively 
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tively were but of y 
are but his miniftring Spirits; Chriſt 15 the 

Lord of the Family, they bis menial Servants ; 

they wear the livery of his loye and favour as well 

23'we; and they would quickly wear out all their 

elory into rags, took he not perpetual care to 

keep and maintain them whole, "py 

- True, they are excellent Creatures, and love 
us who are of the Church” ( of their Lord ) on 
earth entirely ; bur it cannot de ſaid they loye 
us half ſo muck as Chriſt bimſelf doth. Ir was 
Chriſt and not they , that rook our nature, was 


made fleſh, 2 curfe, and ſuffered death, ayd now 


1 in Heaven tointercede for us, and to prepare 
that place for our arrival thither, Though An- 
vels will be glad to ſee us there ; yet it Exceeds 
their power either to lead us through this wil» 
derneſs thither, or. to open the Gates of -that 
Kingdom), and letus in, or give us the poſſeſſion 
thereof : it is Chriſt only (that bath the Keys of 
David, who" openeth and none ſhutteth,) who 
can do all this, And when we are let ing what 
are they all to him ? they are but the pinks of that 
Garden, he is the ſweet and full blown roſe, they 
are but inferiour plants, he'is.the Tree of Life 5 
rhey are but ſtars, he is the bright Sun that co- 
lightens, warms, inlivens all, and makes it there 
2 continual day, Oh no wonder, that fince Je- 


ſus Chriſt hath ſo great a preheminence, above. 


them, that both Paul .and To we alſo that be- 
lieve ſhouldprincipally defire heayen for his ſake! 
* Andif Angels, my brethren, are ſo far below 


him, whar are the Spirits of juſt men therg_ in. | 
ſpwpary/ to him, which cut madelty hubennn 
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tobe a little Jower than they > Though it be 
 moſt-rrue, they are a ſweet Society, and-their 
* compiny muſt be defired by us 3 for it is one of 
> the promiſed felicities of tifac place, thac we 
ſhall lie down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Fa- 
cob, If they were accounted the excellent of the 
earth by David while they were below ; how 
much more excellent muſt they be thoaght co be 
above, where they are made moſt perfet, But 
ftill what are they in a compare to Chriſt? they 
are but the adopted Sons of God, Chriſt is the 
begotten 'and Eternal ; Heaven- is Chrifts by 
birth and merit ; it is theirs only by -purchaſe 
"and donation ; they had never been there had 
not Chriſt loved and died for them, had he not 
converted, ſanfified, pardoned, and brought 
them thither ; and what compariſon can there be 
'” betwixt the ſaved and the Saviour ? they are bur 
* the Patients of a diſeaſed Hoſpital, newly cured, 
and whatare they in compare; to their all-wiſe, 

- render, and generous Phytician, who cured theic 
= wounds by his own, and Ranched their blood by 
” _ bis, and perfeRly cared them by his ewn skill, 
” andat the expence of his own life, Theſe Spi- 
rits, alas poor ſouls! they are bur beggers ad- 
yanced dy the royal will and power of this glori- 

ous Pcince,newly taken off che dunghill of fin and 
temptations upon che earth, found and pickt op 

- inthedigh ways, h:dges and ſtreets of this world, 
= newly waſhrt and clothed, deck: and adorned at 
” the colt of this Jeſus, Priſoners newly taken out 
= of Priſons and chains, and. drought into the pre- 
5d pf chis King of Saints, Bur what are they 
: compare to rhig Kiog bimfelt, ho baney's 
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of their chains, and opened their Priſon :doory, 
and advanced them to thoſe hanourable Pleces in 
his Pa/ace,where they are Kings and Prieſts unto 
their God ; yet they have no Crowns bat'what 
he gives them, nor robes but what he puts on, + 
nor joy, but what beams from hig own lovely 
ſelf. Wo can hear or read of this, and nor ceaſe 
his wonder, that the Apoſtle ſhauld paſs by thean 
and pitch on Chriſt as che only motive, he was 
willing to die, and go to Heaven? and who is it 
but muſt be forced to believe that he that gairis 
all this by death 5 but he muſt be a great - 
gainere, + | 

- But how ſhort is this hononr which I aſcuibe 
to. Chriſt in compare to that which he deſerves, © / 
and indeed he hath ? bur let me farther ſay to. © 
ybu that believe ſo much as this, as Chriſt did to = 
N athanail, Verily when you arrive: at Heaven, 7 
you ſhal{ gain more by the fight of Chrift than 
all this comes to; So much at preſent-ſhall 
ſerve for the Second Particular of the gcdly 
mans gain by Death , he ſhall gain a preſence 
with the glorious perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Hirdiy and Laſtly, the godly man by deathz i : 
ſhall not only gain a preſence with Chriſts 3 
bur te likeneſe to his 4; re 

nl anake with thy likeneſs 1 ſhall beſatigfedg» © 
ſaith David, Pſalas. 17. 15. this is a0. awakening. > 
Tm UA, the ſleep. of death, lo faith the Apoſt'e Jeu, 
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1. I, 3.2, Hie know that when be fhall r. we 
Dos bobs; far we ſball fee bam S5ri, "Thi 
appearance of Chriſt the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ;; is 
chat appearance of his at the laſtday ; whenour 
likeneſs ro ham. 1n @urwhole humane nature bath 
of body and ſoul will be compleat and perfe&z 
Bat yet we ſhall bear a likeneſs in Spirit to his 
divine Soul before:that time, even affoon as our 

- ſouls awaken in the other world. | 
b When ous foulsgget into that Paradiſe (which 
they ſhall as certainly do, astheconvertedfoul 
. ofthe deceaſed Thief did that day lie died, } we 
ſhall not be meer ſpeRators of thatglory bur par= - 
takers of it, we ſhall not only draw the curtain, 
and £0 1n co look about us, butſhall be ſer up 
there as Stars to:ſhint with the rays of the: Son of 
Righteouſneſs; and as the Sun: dath- beger ity 
> Iikenefs on: the 'Looking-glals or Waters on 
=. .which it ſhineth ; (@ will the” ſhinings of 'the 
* | Lord Jefus on our ſonls there, beget @ likeneſs mn 
» , them co himſelf. | 
As Firſt,we ſhall be like him in internal glory, 
in the excellenciesof ſpirit, there is a-pulchritude / 
of ſoul as well as bedy 5 and that is the perftecti- | 
on of wiſdem, holineſs, righteouſneſs,meekneſs, 
and all other graces 1a the heart, 
Here Plato that divine Philoſopher might have 
- his wiſh: for vertue will be moſt vifible,and will 
_ enamour all [hat ſex it. The imperfeRtions © 
- our graces here,{are not only our wetknefſes,bur 
- , our ſhame and ſorrow ; but thereall theſe weak=- 
” - nefles: ſhall be raiſed in power , and-4ll gur 
Z ſhame'and ſorrow ſhall vaniſh. How: narrow 
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99) 3; 
do they receive. the truths of God 3 ary pre 
teacheth. us plainly, leiſurely z rhough he diflils 
truth into-us,, drop by drop,, as we da Water inta 
2 narrow-mouth'd Veſſel ; but then when that 
faculty will be enlarged, /'it will reccive the moſt 
ſublime teuths as faſt as Chrifh can pour them in; 
it will be as caGe fer you then co know, as it 1s 


now for your eyes to ſee, You will be full of _ : | 


knowledge, light will overſpread yenr fouls, and 
beget the perie& image of God, and his Son up- 
on your hearts, which conlifts in righteouſneſs, 
and true holineſs. You will never complain-of 
want.of love to Chriſt, or a chnearful willingneſs 
to de his will; or of a delight in his Perſog or hig 
Service : The. Image of God that was loſt by finy 
is gow perſetly reſtored, from whence itwall de 
2s natural and eafie to do the: things .that pleaſe 
him, a8 it is for the eyes to ſee,the rongue to ralt, 


and. for the legs of the healthy body to: walk. | 


What is your greateſt trouble now, but that you 
are ſounlike your Saviour? Oh you cannot be ſo 
holy, nor ſo bumble, there is ſuck a mixtpre'ns 
fin with grace;z the black jaundies of ignorance 


and weakneſs, doth ſo ſulfy your complexions | . 


that you are apt to-fear there is no ſoundneſs in; 
you;z bntchoſe diſtempers then will be perfeRly 
cared, and yeur complexion changed, all the 
graces will be {een in your very looks, and felt 
10-your hearts, you will find: nothingbur holineſs: 
in you , you,will reliſh nothing bur the things: of, 
God,and all the workings of your ſouls-willbe to- 
wards him, : ,, | te ibb 
: Oiblefled g4inful change, , who would;notſuf- 
rg few gtipung pains, and celtle(ls nightsſome, 
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k 5 WIDE » 5 (48) | = "6 | 
few fickfits » and at length two or three deep . | 
fetcht gaſps ( and death 1s no more) to gairiſo Þ; 

happy an alteration of our ſouls, as this doth * 

come to : Bur, Ae | | 

Secondly, You will gain a likeneſs to him jh 
that freedom you ſhall enjoy from the temprati- 
ons and miny evils you groaned under whilſt yo 
were on earth. 

Oh what a diſquieting world is this we dwell 
ih? our Lord found it ſoy and no wonder if we 
43 do: When out Sayiour was but ih his Cradle; 
F > _ that bloody Butcher Herod would have btought 
19 him tb the ſhambles ,What was lis whole life but 

4 continual skirmiſh with the Devils and wicked 
man ? to repell the temptations of the one, ahd 
the proyocitions of. the other; was his daily em- 
 ployment-: who ever endured the contradifti» - 
ons and blaſphemies of ſinners more than he? and 
who was it that ſo often preacht with the hazard 
of his life as he > who was ever more ſhame- 

, Fully ſpir on ſo ſcornfally crowned, ſo deſpite- 
fully whipped , and at length ſuffered a nfore 
ſhameful death than our Lord Jeſus > 

Thoveh(it's true)be never fin*d,nor ever felt the 

anguiſh of a guilty conſcience z yet to his coſt he 
felc the burthen of our fins imputed; which made 
' bim cry,and groan,andpray, & in an agony,ſweat 
blood it ſelf ; and withall-upon the Croſs under- 
= © .went the eclipſe of the countenance of his Fa- 

& ther; andthe abſence of his Supports. _ | 
 _,- This w& his condition on -Exrth; But what a 

difference is there betwixt Chriſt now in Hea- 

ver! andwhat he was here ; "when he had paſt this 

-. vail of tezrs and got up that mouyrain of joy a 
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doth ke ſpeak in a V 


2 


How criomphanely 
t Fobn, Rev. 2."1 am Alpha and Onaga 
the beginning 4nd the ending,which ic,and 


nd which « t0 c0mey the Almighty, and ver, 1 L. [* 


mw he chat liverh and nas dead ; and behold 1 live for 
vermore, Amen, And bave the Keys of Hell and 


Death, What a majeſtick ſtile is here } Chriſt. 


doth not look and ſpeak as he did on Earth, he is 
now Chriſt exalted, he was then Chriſt hambled, 
he hath born away our load of fin, and laid it 
down- when he finiſhed his ſufferings, ind now 
he is at reſt; he was once ſuffering and dying, 
but now he is alive, he ſhall live forevermore.z 
Ind when we, my brethren, have run onr. race, 
and kept the. faith, and finiſhed our courſe; we 
hall lay down: the burthen of our ſinful fleſhy 
and get clear of that croud of temptations that 
chrong'd us here, and be atreſt with him. . 
What with our own, ot our relations ficks 
nefles, what with their dying,or our fear of thei 
death; what with the decay of Trade, the break- 
ng of our Debtors; the firing of our Houſes, the 
wrecks of our Ships at Sea, and the fear of our 
Impoveriſhment, what wich the hacxed and mas 
Iice of our Neighbours, their lyes and {landers, 
what with the threats and cruel rage of Perſecu- 
tors ;. and above all, here ages the ignarance 
and infidelity of our minds, . the perverſneſs of 
our wills, the inclinacions of our affe&ions to 
earthly delights and fleſkly pleaſures, with the 
difficulty of reſtraining them z what a weariſome 
toillome life is this? if perhaps ſometimes We 
up, and like a waye of the Sea, tre 
& the. Heavens; we have, 
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ut ky a eaftinh: oof ind are retdy t& 
thinkour ſelves: pin belly of Hell. Pagl bid 
50 come oit'of his rapture, but he reight 
recefved the humbling prick in the fleſh, leſt he / 


| ſhoif}d +be exalted above meaſure, that high ſpi- 


rited wine of Heaven joy, is too ſtrong for our 
weak hekds and hearts. But in the mean rims, 
What a {ad fate do we now live in, where joys 
and firong conſojations are reckoned amongt 
Gut'dangers, and ſorrows, and aMiiRtions are 4c- 
connred onr whoHom food. 

Sbfterings here are not only our debts, but ou. 


| conveniences » it became Chriſt, for' our ſakeg, 


robe made perfeR through ſufferings and ſor 
enter into'glory : and if ſufferings becarne the 
Head, why ſhould they not the Members? how 


'- wobldthe Fat of hand ſecarity gather on us if 


ic were not forthe ſharp files to clear it cf 2 the 
arid rigor of our graces wottld be loft, ar 

eaſt grow languid, if it were notfor the conti- 
nual exerciſe of remptations 3 Cato would not 


' have' the Senate demoliſh (6 arthages when = 


had taken it, teſt the Rowan valour ſhould” want 2 
Whedſtone. Soufdiers loſe theit colirage in their 
Quarters, when they grow valiant in the Field : 

ou tad never heard the fame of Mirabam faith, | 


ofepb; chaftity, Moſer his meckneſs, Jobs 'pati- 
ence, Paxls untired zeal, if they had not met with 


temprations and very prent tryals, 


_ 'Youſee then, my-Srechren , whilſt we tay 
"on earth, © it is neceflary that we ſuffer 3 arid, 
"fin&e there is ho'(pfferings bur are ar preſent 
[figyous how iron ipe om tony zoughts 
ou be to Ab BY 10% #1 l | FS 
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to hear, bow would they antidote us againfithe 
fears of death, and belp us -to account: of the 


TY — * 


' & hour of death as the happieſt hour ever yet befell 
| us, : . ; 7 | 
I .._ Having thus finiſhed the doArinal part of the 
| Text > wherein I have ſhown you what is the 
' 8 wickeds loſs, and the godlics gait death; and 


wichall what is a godly man, or how-he may be 
known ; by which you may know-whether death 
will be py to. you, ral 8! 
, ] ſhallgow come to apply the whole-in'a Uſe 
bf Exhortation to the Godly. 


#ſz. I+.it ſo gainful to a Godly man to die, as 
baye proved? ſhall he immediately in Spirit 
aſcendto Heaveni? fhall he enjoy the glorious 
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be like him ? Ss 

' Let me then exhort thee; 3f thou- at 4 

aver of God, who art my Reader 5. when thy 
god and Father calls thee hence by deaths make: 


5 wg oe 1 


| ebgn thy ſpiritinto his bands ; for it i$-infinj 
0 thy adyantage,as I nave demonſtratively fhewn 


To add greater Arguments to periwade-thes 
han I have, is impoſſible 3 more E-might ,-but: 
eater I cannot ; for if to be with Chrift,and £0 
like him inthe Heavens; will not prevail ups 
n thee, 1 know nog what to ſay- 
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perſonal Preſence of Chriſt } and ſhall he they K 


Fo delays, thankfully accept the call; willingly 
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_ thy death which is fin taken away 3 thy grave 
perfumed with thee once buried, but now raiſed 
body of Jeſus Chriſt, and a Paradiſe prepared for 
the reception of thy Spirit ? Tell me if thou art 
not willing, what 1s the reaſon of thy unwilling- 
neſs, if thou haſt any let me hear it > Methinks 
I ſee thee look as if thou waſt perplexed, what 
makes thee bluſh and hang thy head, as if thou 
hadſtſome ſcruples to reſolve, ſome obje&ions 
to be anſwered, and yet dareſt nor tell me what 
they are? But let me perfwade yon to open theſe 
your doubts to me, perhaps the Lord may pleaſe 
to make uſe of me, to anſwer them, which may 
be to thy comfort all thy dayszif theu wilt not tel 
me, Iwill take the boleſs to conjeure that the 
Reaſons of the fear of death may be ſome of 
theſe following, 


I- The firſt pretended Ground of the fear* * 
of Daath, hy 

* Perhaps ſayſt thou, it's true, I am afraid to die ; 
bur have I not a jſt ground to fear: is it nothing 
to ſee to the endof my ſelf, to be a looker on 
while T behold my felf withering and dying? 
3h Hath not nattire it ſelf taught me to ſeek the 
['- » preſervation of my being, and to abbor'its diflo- 
| Jution,' Short life, how vain a thing art chou } 

whoſe thread afſson almoſt as fixt to the ſpindle 
. of time, 1s ſtraight ſpun out and cat off by death? 
*V there.is-ground enough to be troubled at Ceath, 
24 x jt was tor no other cauſe bnt this, that it puts 
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FT gifrof God ? let merell thep if thou art willing 
ro die, when dead, God will give thee 2 berter; _© 
" whatif thy earthly Father had given thee a Coun- 
ter, and afterwards thould-offer to exchange it 
for a piece of Gold? could any thing bac child 
iſhnels excuſe thy refaſal > why thy life in Hea- 
yen that thy God offers, doth more exceed this 
life on Earth, than a'piece of Gold doth a braſs 
Counter. Bat what if itde a gifr of God, and 
| thou therefore o1ghteſt 'ro pragſe it whilſt thon 
| haſt it, and improve it to his glory : is it nat 
- likewiſe as reaſonable that thou ſhouldeſt wil- 
lingly ſurrender it when the Giver remands'3$? 
Shouldſt thou not with holy Job, bleſs God taking 
as well asgiving > And doſt thon not know that 
God gave it thee bur for time, and a ſhort time 
too ; and if thon wert ſo wiſe as the ſhould 
bz, thou oughteſt to count it thy felicity, that it 
3s ſo ſhort ; for it is alife of ſorrows, and who 
in his wits will complain that his ſorrows are 
othened > But (ſayſt rh54a) it is a life that ha h 
its pleaſures too? I will grant it, bat are its 
> pleaſures to be compared to theſe that are in Hea- 
2 yen? is Earth like Heavea ? is Chriſt ia thoſe 
me elimmering diſcoveries hz: makes of himſelf.ja 
þ the Goſpel, like Chit in the.diſplay of his aog.1- 
© —tideglory ?and is thy ſoul ſo like him ia wiſiom, E: 
holineſs, joy and peace hzre as.it will be adwve, a 

ly when it is incolled amonglt the Spirics of. jait I 
le men made perfe&t? do but firmly believg what - 
b*f T have ſaid of Heaven, and thoy wiltbeaſhamed 
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MY to ſay, that the plealures of this liff ace 20 be 
ns compared to the pleaſures there. " 

| on childjth fond ſoul 3 why ſo lothit9 > 
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reign, and doth command thy np z an 
thous SabjeR, md more chan thatya Child co thy 
Soveraign Lord and Father ? how canft thou en- 
dure-to ſee thy ſelf upbraided of diſobedience 
by inferior Creacures? do not all terreſtrial de- 
' ings make an end of being in a compliance with 
The fixt Decree of ther Maker > doth not the 
pleaſant blefloming Spring yield up her Flowers 
to 'be 'wither*d'by the ſucceeding Summer? atid 
do not all the labouring Quarters of rhe year give. 
up all their glories ro be buried in a lowring 
exc? and doth nat the fair day yield up her 
weet light 'ro be blaſted by a dark ſucceeding 
night > doth not tte Graſs wither, the Flower 
fade, the Tree ror, the Iron ruft,the Flint wear, 
the Marble moulder, and all in obedience to the 
Laws of their Maker ? Ged hathſubje&ed this 
whole Creation to vanity 3 and it now becomes 
us all, humbly to ſubmit to ſuch a ſubjeRion. - Egr 
us not therefore de-the only parts of the Creati- 
on , that can be found froward to ſach a ſub- 
eiſfion, fince that we by our fins are the onl 
cauſers of all this yanity npen our ſelyes and 
m0) 4 EG” 
Be not, oh Child of God, ſo Toth to die at 
Godscall ; for thy obedience binds,and the gain 
of death jrivites thee to a willingneſs 3 though 
death ends this life, itbeging another, though than 
chou tnayſt rot in one pate, rhac is thy vody,;"YEt 
thou wilt ſpring out” and ' fleuriſh in thy other 
 ,part, thy ſoul will live a more noble life 3 and 
- toſhutyp all, chink well of this. That death 
-— whichends this life, willend thy fia and ſuffer- n 
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/* But I am young, or but arrived to my fall 
ftrength : my bones are yet full of marrow, my 
fleſh is firm... I am yet byt in fy ſpring or ſums 
mer, and- muſt my root now-rot,.- and. my Sun 


now ſer, and:my coal be quenched > Fam con- 
rent.to dic (it being appointed for all meniſo te 


do, ) but T would not yet: oh that my Maker 
would ſpare me a litcle longer | | 


Anſw. Lay afide theſe childiſh pityings of thy 
youthful Rate ; if it pleaſeth God, thou now muſt 


die,haft thou any ching of injuſtice to accuſe him! 


of > what wrong bath he done thee 1n cutting thy 
- life ſo ſhort? Though thy great Creator once ſec> 
tled a terreſtrial life on thy Great grand- father, 
| and upon hig children in Fee for ever ; yet it was 
on condition he would prove obedient,but thorn 
knoweft he ſm'd, and fin hath cut off the entail eo 
his poſterity, who ever fince have been Tenants 
at will, to be put in or out at the pleaſure of the 
Lord of Liſe, 

Befides, if he puts thee out of the poſſeſſion of 


this life ſo ſoon, thou canſt not ſay, it is without 
warninggiven, Why,oh young man art thou cald 


on elſe to remember thy Creator in the days of 
thy-yonth, and bid to bear his yoke in thy youth ; 
but in order to that judgment, which may oyet» 
take thee then, 


| ſoon; though long life 
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Nor is it a judgment to oive up thy life ſo- 3 
mayby-a diefing, x6-(0 oY 
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pure all things are pure, to the pardened. foul 
all things are blefled,. whether they be tribulati- 
ons or" death it ſelf, Young righteous «Abel 
muſt die by murder, whilſt his wicked brothers 
Civ, who ſlew him,ſhill by ſome hundred years 
out-live him, Young 7ſa«c, though the promi- 
ſed ſeed, muſt have the knife at his throat, and be 
ready for. a ſacrifice, whilſt ſcoffing 1ſhmael is 
ſafe at home, perhaps a ſporting good Foſahy but 
a young ſtripling 3 that eminent Reformer of 
Gods Church muſt be ſlain when he had not lived 
and reigned balf ſo long as his wicked Predece (- 
ſors, that were not half ſo good. ' Fobn the Bap- 
tiſt died by the Sword, and our Saviour on the 
Croſs, the one about the thirtieth, the other a- 
bout the three and thirtieth year of his age, both 
young. | 
. When God doth appoint the day and hour of 
thy departure, defires of a longer Ray,are not on= 
ly troubleſome to thy peace, but likewiſe vain 
and fruitleſs; thou can(t not alter the decree of 
God z and therefore cheerfully yield thy life up 
to It. | 
Thou would live, perhaps, to do God more 
ſerviee. But think if God wil accept of that done 
already, be filent and ſubmit : if the Maſter 
ſaith it 1s enough, the ſervant hath no cauſe to 
complain, Thou wouldſt de mure for God, but 
God may notneed that more which thou wouldſt 
doz or elſe, perhaps, hath found him. jone 
that can do it better : is it not enough that he 
= acceprteth what thou haſt done already? and is 
. Tteſoly:d taſaye thee and chapge thy congition 
Wo... th "9h 
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-*)-- Whir.3f 
ther ? and getteſt ro thy-joutnes end; ſome --* 
twenty or ſerty years before ſome others that ſer . * 
our with-thee, or perbaps many years before 
thee : didever Marriner complain that big voy- | | 
age was too quick, or that he arrived to his port. 
too ſoon ? or did ever ambitious Couryer re- 
Pine his-coming to the tap of bonour iN too few 
years waiting ? or did eyer. Souldjier complain 
that the battel laſted no- longer, ,or that the Vi- 
Rory was obtained with-ſo little fighting, and in 
ſo ſhore a time ? is it not the ſooner the better _ 
in all theſe caſes? and why ſhould. it nor be 
ſo then in thine >. Heaven is thy porty the top and 
pinacle of chy honour and preterment, the place 5 
of thy triumph for the victory obtaiped. over” -* 
fleſh, world and devils z\.nd wilt thou yet for. 
ſhame complain that. thou goeſt thither eo: 44 
ſoon > "tt W375 (2 
But what if God ſhould grant thee,z delay? 4 
and fo far gratifie thy lingergng ſoul 2 jt, cannot 7 
be long , when mans Jite at the utmoſt 48 bux. + 
ſhort, and ſo many months more thou liveſt, lo 2 
many months more of temptations thou \goelt: == 
through ;- and when all comes to all, foal " E 
body muſt part. If the Husband going a,jouney © 7 
from the wife, will linger 6ut the other quarter - 
or half hour, will once more ſhake hands, ang 
once more bid farewel ; it may argue fondneſs, > 
but little diſcretion z, for there 18 little got there-, 
by, bur time js loſt that in the journey might be © 
detter ſpent, But thy delays ate far marechild- 
 iſhy»becanſe thy journey is to Heaven:,/ and C ad 
 Fhat ode By ang bjds come away, dorh proguie 
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6. that ut th body whichinith bot as married - whey 
” foul ſhall —— after. | 
F- Hath God {aid thee 6n 4 bed of king x 
F- - art thon kick, heart-fick, ready to-give up the 
Ghoſt? and doth God ay come away? Oh re- 
ply not, 'it is to ſoon, or that thon art too young 
togo'to' Heaven, caſt 'up thy eye of faith, an 
fee how' Heaven | Gates ſtand. open to; v5 dom 
thee, and {et thy frith look round: the. room , 
where/ "thou 'lieft;1-ind behold -the Angel- 
meſſengers of thy Saviour, ' ready:to.convey thy 
| departed Spirit thither}: Oh ſhewno unwillinge 
. neſs to go, becauſe of thoſe ſtanders Kiems Fon 
grieve them and frame thy ſelf, » - 


3. The third whmbed Grd of mY 
| fees of Day | 

But ; is not death ( that runs thus over ul )-4 a 

curſey ind'ſo irkſame to be born ? But why is 

* the Lord {9 fevere': conld nothe hgye found ah 
_eafier way' to paſs'ns out of this world ? did he 
._ wWadttwWwiſdom thathe knew not how! ?-ar goods 
*neſs;that he would;nor (though he could) = 

Hate us hence, burwith ſo much pain and trouble 
which wefindin-dying? doth this become iGo 
" nimfelf gracious and mer- 


Anſm.. Death ( it's tene)' is 2 curſe, but yt 
| PE z/ the moſt righteous man on earth hagh 
Fo "Cmoph and one fin merits more pains, than-ever 
F "an wy in the firſt death endured: It is therefore 
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" it 3F of his mercy that how kak nd 

more, 
" Bar if what thou feeleft of pain ka be | ; I 
compared to the reſt, and joy that is co. follow, '® 
it is not worth a thought. He that wfli&s the "2 
firſt death, prevents the ſecond ; he  ankens x 
the firſt life,” implants a ſecond- 3 he, thar rakes ? 
thee out of this world, taketh thee into angther, _” 
which is far berter ; 20d halt thon then cauſe ta 
complain, though it be by « few .pains,, which 
{ball prove ſo much to thy advancage?. ;. F $ 
" Bur that he makes not.thy paſſage more eafie, -.* 
it is not for want of wiſdom:; for he is therefore. 
wiſe, becauſe he made thy frame ſuch, that a ſe» ,® 
parstion of thy ſoul by death proves ſo painful x 5 
For, = 

That God which at firſt made man ad TE, 
body, did not unite them in order to. ores, © 
but to an eterpal cohabitation : God mgde . 
man at firſt rodie, bur to live for ever;, d 
is the fruic of fin » apd not of Gads Gram, 
tion. 

Bur had God at fiſt ſo looſely bodied our fouls. 
wichin our bodies as theymight with ag fnewn f (+ 
put them off, as our bodies.do their ga Of © 

r out of theſe earthly houſes with as little wr! 
le as we walk out of our doors ; .it-is yery evi-. 
dent the frame of man had been far worſe al 
Jeſs commodious to the great ends of 
mighty Maker: For, 
f our ſouls did live ſo looſely in onr-  bodie 
he would hardly contain his own people to ty 
Het G ep had gone thaic wo ey vb 
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- ſecutjons did kigdle upon them, how ſoon could 
= they think of flight > not out of their houſes into 
the mountains, nor out of one Kingdom into a- 
nother,, bur our, of their bodies into another 
- world, in ſwarms as great as Bees when they are 
driven from their Hives, ar in Flocks as Birds 
-- when they zre diſturded'in their Neſts, 

& © And not only they , bur all men elſe when 
 - flung with any pointed affliQtions, every per, and 
”  froward fit would make men leaye their bodies, 
© thar in-a few monthy the world would be un- 
-. pcopled, and this great flage would be left with- 
= eutan ARtor, and this had likely befatn this world 
many ages ſince. And where then would God 
”” have found matcer on which he might diſplay the 
= gloriouseffeQs of his wiſdom, mercy, power, in 


«> 


- "the This to of this world, as mow. he doth, 
= tht S11C | ' ro do. 
=. Had hot death been painful, how could God 


# have magnified his love in the gift of his. Son to 
* die for us ; nor conld Chriſt have manifeſt his 
=: Hove co his Church to be ſo great, had nordying 
». becn 2 moſt painful grievous ſuffering ro be 
© born? | 

=> And not only ſo, but the Lords people would 
"have wird likewiſe a means of expreſſing their 
= nnfeigncd love unto him; and what expreſſions 
can be greacer than their being willing ro be 
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whipped, Roned, (lain with the Sword, ſawa a- 
” fan; et for his ſake, and his truths ſake but if 

by they, could haye died all theſe deaths without 
Spain, there would haye beer thereby no mani. 
— $Karion, eiricc of Love, or faith, or patience, or 
Leqarag?, which now ars all made iliWfriggs, by 
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"ry ., wi 
ſuch ſuferings, being things ſo grievous and (0 > 
difficult to be born , that with choſe excelſen- 5 
cies of temper now named , it were impoſſible * 

' men ſhould voluntarily ſuffer, i 
Nor can I ſee how the wicked of the Earth - 
(were not death painful) could be over- awed, og- 2; 
kept in any decorwn, by either God bimſelf or his 
vader Officers, the Executioners of his juftice z 
Por to what purpoſe ſhould Magiſtrates threaten . 3 
hanging,or burning toMalefaQtors,if tnerewasng 
pain in ſaffering theſe puniſhments? or for what = 
end ſhould God bimſelf menace the diſobedient 
world with Famine, Sword, Peftilence, if it were 
as eaſfie for aman to be ſtarved or lain, or die of : 
Plague Sores, as for him to pur off his cloaths of - 
to walk out of his houſe? oe 
If then inall reſpeRs it is ſo highly convent=* "7 
efit that death ſhould be full of pain, it is cer- 
rainly no impeachment to the wiſdom of our 
Creator, that he made us of ſach a frame » the 
difſolucion whereof muſt needs be ſo dolorous'ss® 
we find it. 3" 4 
Nor is it any blemiſh to Gods mercy that he” 
made us thus ; for as I ſaid, when he firſt eſponſa* 
ed that lovely pair, of ſoul and body, he did not? 
deſign any ſeparation, but on condition of ou: 
ſin , and for thoſe beings that were eyerlaftinghy” 
to be united, how could cheir conjunRion be to@- 
cloſe and firm? and if fin broke this union» 
and therein brought on us theſe painful pangyof® 
death, we may thank our ſelves and not fooliſhly: 
charge the good God of unmercifulneſs > 7» 
--.. Bur rather fince we are aſſured, that oux God: 
Re Fc ek 
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-.C Uuſe have we to, admire thedepths of his loye 
| and metcy to Us; in crap amends for ſuch moe, 
© mentary oy be jultly,infliteth, with the gift 
of eternal caſe and reft.with him in the Heavens. 
| Lay then thy hand ypon thy mouth, mutter not 
. a. word againſt the dealings of the Almighty ; 5 for 
+ he is. wiſe_ and good, and do thou lay and think 
Fc Ry thoogh he ſays thee with a painful death. 


4+ The fourth pretended Ground of fear: 


E nk what though the pains of dying my be 
2 t with the juſtice, wiſdom and mercy of 
BGod to inflict, yer they may be intolerable for 


etobear.; at leaſt 1 fear my patience will not 
, hol aut.: What lic many nights and not one 
c of fleep1 to be fick., and heart-fick-, and 
% IC 2 3 no relief is thisnorhing ? to have 
ed continually ragingy as if it would ſplit in 
pieces, and « heart ſad, Iumpiſh, dead, and with 
| pod to burſt 4 can you blame, if 1 feat 

y hoce the efhtrance to it is ſodreadful ? 


An Bur all deaths are not oe oy 


$.< ry Ai is.2pt 
tem ve violens Ls 


2of Death , yet yp wen = thee: 
more mi diſeaſes let-out.more z and thou SPY 
nor infallibly preſage what death it is which 
muſt die. "7 
'Yetler thy ſickneſs be what it _—_ the ptins ON 
a3 great as hob canft well imagine, theyare ag 32 
tn6re nor fo much as thou haſt deſervedzand what _** &.. 
multitudes of Infants have undergone, and . . 
leſs trouble than whac thou already feeleſt 3s 
thy laviſh fears of dying:, before death ih 
comes near thee, "0 
But ag, let thy pains be what chey BY: 
Canciot ordinarily exceed the throws. oftrayail. + 
| Ing women; and yet how defirous (aol thou ſee) 7 
they'are of "Children, how comfortably de they :...” 
$0 out their time, and how patiently do theyaf- © 
ren. bear their pains, in hopes they ſhall oiqapo 
with life, and have a Child ro'boot] ,- ©! ! 4 
Conſider theſe-things, O'my ſoul, and «ply we ; 
them-cloſely'to thy ſelf1 O was but bleaven a. 
 defirable to thee' as a Child is to 3 Mother ay _ 
Travail | '7 kivw what would becomeofal}- wy..4 F 
fears of a piintul fickneſs', or of the | 
_death;wouſdtt tnounot then believingly thigk te 
ſoon will all theſe pains be forgotten, whenth 
manchild of all theſe promiſes (which ise 
lid wm ſhall bye theſe throws of death, be 6 
F | *- 
mar" wo berheen courage be beneath a wamar 
5s and ry Howe ns 7 eſtcem, yeart cas 
DO ears of 'thy God and Saviour, that a Ch aa, 
| Link wathab wears ea 
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that laſt and fatal Bactel, where thon ſhonldeft 
moſt catefully endeavour to acquitthy ſelf like 
" & man? how patiently will thoſe pretty Babes 
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endure their pains, and dite in their gripes? and 
fometimes in giving up the Ghoſt, interchange 
their ſmiles for groans,' and groatis again for 
ſmiles, and ſo with a forrowtul kind ot: joyful+ 
neſs, finiſh their quick-run'd race ? and art thou 
notaſhamed to be daunced with that which every 
Infant can fo well endure ? 


Obj. But the: dying Infant doth not foreſee 


the judgment following which ſhould make him 
fear as I do. : 3 : 
Anſw. Nor doth he foreſee thy Maſters joy 
that ſhould make him rejoice ? what ſhall a ſtu- 
pid ignorance, ſuch as the Child is, be a more 
powerful weapon to conquer death, than the moſi 
divine knowledge and belief of Heaven and 
Eternal Life, which thou haſt title to? | 
Yet farther, the Holy Spirit in Scriptare doth 
frequently ſend men to inferjour creatures, that 
from them (in ſome reſpe&s) they may learn to 
livez and why may not I then ſend thy timerous 
foul rothem, that of them thou mayſt learn to 
die? I donbe not but the Oxe and Sheep find pain” 
in dying as well as we do; but when do we ſee 


> them rave and impatient? what hear you from 
”” them but now and then a groan, at length a gaſp 


or two, and a ſtretch of their legs, nd away tiey 
0, : «Ic's true, the Swine will cry and roar, ;and 
rive when the Knife comes neer ber Throat z 


dur doth it become the Lambs of Chriſts Fold to 
__"imitate ſuch unruly _ as Swine are 2.re- 


zember Nature hath 
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Grace a Child of 
ak ag art to be aut-done in arly ſhe 
of vertue ..by creatures that, ate ſo far (below 
.._ Bur (fay you) what would you, bave,me do, 
when my ſickneſs and ſorrows are upan me, and 
preſs me ſore z I Anſwer thee 3 Firſt » Bute 18 
thy preſent pain.and make ready foe the next» 
with hopes that by and by .thy gracious Fathes 
may make'it eaſier, when one. hour, ong.night is 
paſt, prepare for thy next ; if thy pains continue 
violent, be ſure they will not laſt long, they will 
either end thee, or thou wilt receive 4 Mitigee 
tion, OY Vn 4-IT 
., Conſider again, thy Saviour, and fethim hang 
before thine eyes, nuled, pierced, and bleeding 
on the Croſs, Think with thy ſelf rhar.be ſuffer» 
ed more, yet deſerved nothing thereof ; all be. 
ſuffered was for thee, and yet though be-did ſaf- 
fer for thee, it was not that thou ſhauldſt eſcape 
the firſt death, but that he might prevent thy ſe- 
conddeatb : it is enoughthat as to the ficſkdeath, 
be hath takep away the fling thereof, which ig fin 
-and ſo made, it. tolerable, Whac a mercy is 
that thou art able to ſay; well, though m os 
\marts, yet I thank my Saviour, my Soul is at 
eaſe, I feel no guilt, I ſee all my fins pardoned) 
.and my ſoul accepted : Think, I ſay, of Jeſus . 
. Chriſt, and all bis ſufferingsz what are thy faint- 
og ſweats to-his ſweats of blood ?, what arechs 
_akings 0 a bene Sand joints, to ſhy pigcciog of 
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frattteſs 1nd impatiehe complaints, be ſpent by 
thee in fetibis prayet'ro God, to give thee parks 
ence, and with'the.renewal of thy paing,ro renew 
— md wh giver rb tis char doc, all things 
tiberally,thar be knots we need. - This catriige 
will bting moteglory to God,will mote become 
thy proteſfion , be more comfortable - to: th 
friends”, mote Fencing to the ungodly »' and 
thore peaceful to think own ſoul: | 


i '$: | Thr fifth pretended Groand of fear. 


But cold I away with the pains of dyingy yet 
KWethinky here *r {debut 10 death ir fel that 
22& tne 3 Ft is not for nothing call d-the 
op 


f. aire | My Aogrpadm——e—1 
oof my fpeech, rite ſtoppape of my , 
the Jobos of the fe of airy fects, weld 
 Totne agony ? for (6 lively 2 quick fehs'd body 
 Tgrow ih # moment ſenſeleſs, 'a rhetr ſtock, 2 
«6d, fit for nothing but to be radt'd down ih a 
thort and narrow Grave, there to lie and rot it 
Feff td Uirt 1 how can I rhink bf this withvbe 


Fronbte and perpfexity ? 
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by - nor With any otberJenſe, percelreate diff 
$2 ference of | che one foams che pther + what ig. igre 


*W the catcaſgofthe Oxe,or Lamb,or Fowl,or Fiſh, 
gs whether-it deroaſted, boiled or daked,'or whes - 
ge ther it be thruwn our a8 cxrrion tothe Field, and - 
ne yet whilſt livyzig, they maybave as much ſenſe of 
My Pain and eaſt a5 thou haſt, | Itwas wiſely ſaid of 

NY the dying Philoſopher, when: his Friends: asked 
him, where he would have; them bury him; He 
replied, they wight (if che) pleaſed ) lay him in the 
Evelds ; | they 'told him 5. the Birds and Beaſts 
would chen earhim ;5 Par « Stick then. (lazth he) 


tl i» wy hendycbar ! may bent thew anay ; but ſay they, 
at W you will nor feel: chem, 2dach. goed chem. ((aith he) 
he Bf 89 fiſh do iow, of hey fling chemſelve do 
t- uo: bur ms, 


'Deuth, it's2ene, is called the King of Ter- 
roars; end -it- 38'{o- indeed to the wicked only, 
betavſe of the judgment and condemnation to 
entleſs miſery that follows z-but I preſuine thou 
#ft x'godly mani with whom'I am nowdealingy 
vnd to thee I fay, it is no ſuch cerrible thing as 
way fleſh ſugeeſterh, and thy uncaly fancy con» 
ceiverh. * {2 
'* For what is derrh it ſelf, but the ſeparation of 
thy ſoul from. thy body, as from a houſe/which is 3 
growh untenantable-; it is but the parting of two. = 2 


« 


4-H 14 friends, with an aflurance'of a-joyful meet» 

ill ig apein ar the reſurreRtiong and what if the 

1- zody lies in of 1 not.theze 

20 de lfiiferable ,For irfecluns pain : the Sonl (hull * ©} 

th Sithe mean time, —__— Spirirs-of juft 
| Vee ads perfet , Gail gnjoy more. per- 
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oy feſt efſe 'and pleaſure;than ever it 4d ns 
--- What if thy body be ſhipmrack'd.in the waves of 
* gdegth, thy ſoul which is Ihe paflenger ſhould cer» 
tainly-eſcape with its life? and what- if in this''ll * 
wreck the lumber of this world be loſt, thou ſhale il 
certainlybe furniſhed: with all things of far great» If ' 
er.worth both for neceſſity and delight when thou | | 
getteſt on ſhore- in| the other world ? what. is | 
there 1n al] this that ſhould ſo affrighr thee ? 

Death as to its tragick pomp and preparation 
Lib. (faith Dr. Hfoores moſt elegantly) may 
290: 5M may lay waſte the operations of the 
Immorta- mMirad, putting her into- a fit of dotage 
licy, / \,- and fury,making the viſage ebefTadty 

ly and diſtraRed ; and arche beſt 

pile and conſumed, as if life and ſoul were ar 
to be extinguiſhed - But ſuch a ſpeRacle is na 
more. but like a ſhew which is commonly aRed 
on 4 Stage, where ſome perſon:lieg as wmallowing 
in his blood ; and after ſome horrid groans. and 
galps, lies fcerobed out as ſtark dead vpon the 
ones but being bnce drawn off, | he finds him 
ſelt alive and very well, making himſelf merry 
with his friends 1 70 'the attiring.coom after 2 
iiAitious pangs of death. 

And if death - is rio more than this 5- an evil 1 in 
ſhew and appearance; rather than jn reality ;-# 
thy ſoul when got out, though with groans, will 
 AFRrait: be. refretbing her ſel}, with ber God, and 
” Aawiole Hoſtof Angels and Saints in. Hegvens 
F, all: thy ftiends ;. what is these 4n all. this that 
3 * "ſhould amaze thee: thou wilt be-as/ marey3o 
+ Heaven as thy heart: can holds, when. > [FIC 
Ia, adly-mt; Kang phy 190s- 92.the "pp ki "or 
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wart capin "ps. is OLE 
ofby ould thay be ſuch an enemy to deathly, 


= thon art ſo familiar a friend to fleep which 
ale B is deaths Siſter > After many refileſs aonrs ſpenc-. 
at»  uponthy bed in purſuit of fleep, when compoling 
104 | flambery ſteals upon thy eye lids, how pleafangly 
is | grateful are xhey to thee ? _ and what my ſoy}, is . 
all this life but a ſerv reſtleſs hours ſpent in pur- « 
on & ſhitof Dk and why ſhould it then grieve,much * Þ 
ay WW eſs affcioht thee to feel the ſlumber of death F 
hs I ſeize upon thee ? when ic will but ſweetly com- 
20 poſe the refileſs bead and heart, and in a moment 
A givechee what thou baſt ſo long defired : Death 
ly will create thee far more .quiet, than ever thy 
te night fleeps were able to effe& : For, 
Pa Firſt, Thy night fleeps are often iac1mbred 
d with roubleſome, and ſometimes affcightful 
dreams ; but the ſleep of death is free from ſuch ' 
d oyance; it's a perfeQ reſt, a reſt withour the 
e leM diſturbance, 
Secondly, Tnough in thy night ſleeps thou 
y doſt forget thy dangers and thy Cares, and mayfi 
5 
| 
| 


oronw ſenſleſs of thy pains and fickne(s if thou art 
ill; yet after a few minutes, how doſt thou with 
all thy cares and perils, fickneſs and pains awake 
again together ; but in the fleep of death, itho2 
ſhalt not only loſethe ſenſe of all ſach evils,” but 
ſhalt alſo when thou doſt awake , never to;thy _ ® 
_ grief remember or grow ſenſible of them any 
; for thou wilt not. waken inte any ſack "8 
eendle world as this, but in a {wet and _ *J 
* oo adle Kingdorr hots, Saviour : 'Oh how fades AY 
$10 3 Wi Its 049 fall . 6h 9 boon E 
4 reuny | naked an {> j 
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> Noble, encreaſed in 2ttihings, and wanting cos 
> a ard ſo'thon'wilt'do at : ST” , ro 
Thirdly , Thy nighty; ſleep” crzep up all: chy: 
ſenſes, caſts bonds and fetters npodn-all the noble 
_ operations of thy mind; bur rhe ſeep of death, 
thavgh ic binds up alf the ſenſes of thy body, and: 
that more titely than the ſleep of narne doth; 
et it ſets thy ſoul ar-perfe&t liberty, and makes - 
er abſolute miſtreſs of all ber faculties, ſhe will! 
nievey be ſo her ſelf, or find her felf fo free, ay 
'-whews death. her Jaylor? hath knockt” off all*hee' 
ehains, and ler her our of this fleſhly priſon. 
Fourthly, Thy natural ſleep is but a ſagoiſfy 
linaring way or means of recovering the firength 
and vigour-loft in the 1abours of che' preceding: 
day ;" bifthe ſleep of death is quick and fiidden, 
not (ix or ſeven hours ; there is ſcarce a minure 
berwixr thy laſt gafp, and thy ſouls awakening 
freſh and vigerous; full of life and ſpirit, in 4y- 
ther world, | I” 
" Fifthly, and faſtſy, Though after a ſweet ſleep 
taken here on earth, I may awaken under the 
Canopy of many Blefſmgs, I may find my ſelf 
and all my Family in health , my honſe ſafe, 
and all my ſubſtance ſecure ; and after a dark 
night, my room delighted with the beams of a 
dright morning. - 
But alas! what is all this to the ſoils awaken< 
jng in Hzayen, av it ſhall ſo foon asthe-flund of 


roms 


Beath is over } what 1s all thiv to —_ | 
in the boſorn of her deat Saviour,” he 


©  embracements of ten thouſand Szintsand Anfels. 
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pot when Jen draws neer, do-not Rartle, c 
not out as orne..andane , 3s. when thou * 
chou muſt needstorally periſh ,. but rather, then 
lift el ole thy head, and triumphantly proclaim tg 
anders by, Now deth gbedays the hour»the 
mamen of my Redemptian draw night”. . | 
Nay art theu drawing meer thy home, Heavep 
is within fight , and its melgdy almgft. within 
bezring, thy Lord hath the curtain jin þjs hand 
x84dy to draw ity to thew thee all that glory that 
hitherto he hath been but relling thee - - and 
give thee a poſtefſi on of all that which hithesto 
'thou haſt enzoyedonly in hopes and tirle, What 
doſt-rhay bs and (hrug,and tremble zt my ſoul, 
thou peeviſh froward Creature! Shall thy Fa- 
ther tell thee thou muſt :g0;ſlcep , and. Jay; his 
£cammands upon thee ro he down in peace f Shatl 
thy dear Lord and Savique Rand by perſwading 
thee ſo todo, and by the ſweet and gloriqus prg- 
muſes of eternal life, and living with him in the 
vers, allure thee quietly tg abey: thy Ba- 
Fher, aud himſelf togo rare? Shall be fing.thes 
a 1 
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fand waiting to convey thy departed font home 
indth fonge of trinenph' ad all nothing of all 
this abate thy fears, flence thy complaints, and 
bring thee ro acheerful ſubmiton's art thon ſtill Þ 
amazed and fo affrighted as if fo'gracious a F4- 
ther, and ſo render-hearted a Redeemer, were 
but commanding thee to thy hurty and treacher- 
ouſly alluring thee to thy undoing,as if they were 
about- to butcher: thee, and make thy bed and 
chamber the Shambles. Oh wretched unthank- 
Ful foul, exther mend this behayiour, or 1 will 
doubt whether thou ever hadſt any ſaving knows 
ledge of God or Jeſus Chriſt ; for how canſt 
thou be ſaid either ro know or love them, when 
thon” dareſt not 'truſt them > Fear not then 'my 
Soul, but boldly throw thy ſelf into his arms,who 
will certainly keep that ſafe yhich thou commit- 
reſt to him. P $63 4" 


\ G6. The fixth pretended Ground of fear. 
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: .Auſ»; Traly, this ObjeRion burh (winewhat © 
ho ed for the ſubſtance of it, is thar which did © > 
drive the Apoſtle into ſuch'ftraits, that he knew _ ©. 


not wherher' it were beſt to live*or die 3 it 
would certainly have been beſt for him, to die 
but it djd nor ſeem to be beſt for the Churches, 
and cherefore he knew nor what to ſay. © 
Bur to anſwer thee : In the firft place, IT can- 
net blame thee for thy tenderneſs to theerernal 
lives of thy'relations : If Paxl was To willing 
to be anzthemati2'd for his Country mer, how 
much more juſtifiable js it for thee to 'Utehire to 
flay awhile from the poſſeſſion. of thy celeſtial 
bleflings for the ſouls ſake of thy Husband, or 
Wile, or Children, or Brethren. " 
- Bur then be ſure thou art in good earneſt, that 
it is for this 2nd for nothing elſe burthis, thar 
thou defireſt to ſtay: if it be indeed for this, Ter 
me then adviſe thee z perhaps Reader, thei arr 
now in health,and this is the time that God doth 
lend thee to them : Take all the care thou capft 


. now-of them ; daily admonifh, reprove,corre@, 


inftru&, double and redouble thy diligence in 
theſe reſpeRs; multiply thy prayers and tears, 
and fighs and groans to God for them. *Give not 
Sod reft 'until he hath proclaimed himſelf the 
God of thine as well as of thy ſelf ; be ſure thy 
Lord finds thee fo doing when he calls thee away; 


and if heEdoth, ſpeak not a word then more of - - 
this" matter ; / when chon haſt done what thou # 
Moe God will Jet-thee do no more, aveetty.. "3 


eagn thy ſoul co him, "and leave bithy"F0"do 1 
wy: whil 'thow art with ' them ney ve thiry 
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(74) 
nt when God calls thee hence, be pf gives m— a 
ſcharge. of thy hn ,-they are then no ap 
bro gs Gods takes them oft from 
to himſelf, and canſt thou harbour ſych ES 
as this, that Gad will not be as faithful ta them as 
thou canſt be, 

When thou dieſt all thy eſkly relation tg 
them-is cyt off, they are no more-tby hugband, 
or wiſe, or children, or brethren, thy ſpiritual 
relation to.them continues, bur thy. fleſhly ex 
pires with thy ſelf, rhog haſt then go'more to dg 
with them than with thaſe thou neyer ſaweſt ig 
all thy life z they are none of thy concerns, leave 
them ta the care and kindneſs of thy God, whe 
is the univerſal Pathee of a{l bis Cretyurey, ang 
be ſure he had never made them) if bs knew not 
what todo with them : 4t is certain. he will ger 
glory by them , and in that do thou reſt thy 
ſelf. 

q Suppoſe thau waſt ngw dying , could thoy 
commut thy ſoul jnto the hands of thy dhe page 
with confidence of bis care thereof, and th 
alſo to hitn with an aſſurance of 2 reſurre _n : 
cant thou truſt him for ſach great things as 
theſe and canſt thou not truſt him with thy 
friends 2 are they indeed more precious to thes 
than thy ſoul ? Perhaps chou wert fatherleſs and 
motherleſs thy ſelf 6. As thou waſt very young 3 
and what rare experiences haſt thou had of the 
-. care of Heaven te thee, both as to Fog (eand 
| Pody ? bow many faithiul friends hath God raiſe 
Eo MRS Poa Sis Bk good copntet 6, mu 


6 416 or if he hath not ? whar 
© bapeno neo pra eel wigs Þ T7 2 


| (25) 
Priend and- Father > no teachings! like the 
teachings of and hath he ngt promiſed we : 
ſhall be all taught of God: from: the digheft.to the 
loweſt ? He un was that led thee: fortit ro-hear his 
Word,and by-it convniced,converted,and healed 
thee ; be; back*'d his Word: by tvs Spirit and 
Conſcience, .and many pravidences, :artd never 
leſc thee til}he'won thee ta bamlelf, -: And nor 
anly ſo 5: bug. hath he not 8 gracioufly "provided 
for thy outward man ? help'd thee to a gand Ma» 
Ker,carrred thee through the time of — 
tifhip, andat length ſer thee. up , 8nd bleſt thee 
with a great incteaſe, or at leaſt to thy:contenr ; 
and all this ;afrer thy Parents were taker from 
thee. Nownf4his be thy caſe, as it hath been of 
many Fatherleſs 4nd Motherlefs Childrens what 
reaſon haſt thou to fear but the Lord may be as 
\gracious to thine, as he was.to thee? 

How many and what great and precious pro- 
miſes hath God made tothe poor and needy, the 
helpleſs and friendleſs of the earth ? how. pare 
ticularly hath he promiſed to be a Father. to the 
Fatherleſs, 2 Husband r1e:the Widow > bow 
ſeverely hath he thurider'd -out curſes againſt 
thoſe that dare to wrong them? and how ftrialy 
hath he charged his people to be tender and pici- 
ful tothem, making his Command herein to be 
x very weighty point in the Chriftim Rdligion? 
This 4 pure Religion. (ſaith Famer } to viſit the Fa- 
zberlefs and the widow 3 and to keep ones ſelf nnſpated 
wich the world, [And arenot all theſe arguments 
of his ſpecial care of them,and kindneſs to them? _ 
| Never more for ſhame'ſay.;- that thon-baſt-no © . 


- 6) 
God hath: freely offered ro take the- charge of” 
them to-himſelf, | PHl7) et 3B51 
O but fayft thou, I have ſeen many Families 
waſted, and their Children 'ruin'd, when cheic 
Parents heads are laid 4 Well | be/it fog And 
haſt thon not ſeen many do very well, and ſome 
better than thoſe that have had their Parents 
living! Are there not many cm ſay with David, 
When my Father and: Mother left 'mery the Lord 
mol me up. + 7 2 JÞt ra f | 
But yet farther: Haſt thou notlikewtiſe ſcen 
many-Families ruin'dgand Children undone tn» 
der their. Parents eyes z yea; and godly Parents 
too ? How many godly: men +have lived 'to ſee 
their Children grown.up to Men and Women, 
but boch wicked and: miſerable ? all their coun 
ſels and:correRions, and eſateg have been ſpent 
and loſt upon them, which have brought their 
Parents gray. hairs with ſorrow - to the Grave. 
What Sons of Belial were the Song ef g00d-old 
Heli ?. and how little betrer were the Sons of 
Sarnel d Had not Abrabams his ſcoffing Iſhmael, 
and 1/azc his prophane Son Eſas ; and Facob his 
mceſtaous Rexben, and his bloody Simeon and Le- 
vi; and David his inceftugus Son Ammon and his 
bloody Abſoelom? And though Chriſt: was no/Fa+ 
ter, yet he way a-good Maſter to his twelve: A+ 
poſtles ; and did not Fader prove 2 Devil under 
his iaſtru&ions: and good example. What ſaylt 
thou ro alf this? Trae, .if thou liveſt thou mayſt 
be/ a-means of grace to thy relations-3 butall 
means arc not effzA&nal,. Gd can work by ;thee, 
© but fie ican-ialſo-work without rhee 3 thou may 
*Extiorothern to fear the. Lord y.butG od only chin 
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| ons, Neighbours, with;whom.I 6 2long time 
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plant his ſear in them; and this he can do wheg 
NS art dead : it would: be. thy fin..to. negle& 
them while thou ſayeſt ; bur it is proud preſum. 
ption to deſpair of theix being ha Py (when God 
calls thee hence) when thou baſt no reaſon for 
ies but this, that they wall want thy preſence; as 
xf God could riet bleſs and make them happy 
without thee, 

Pirdon-me Reader, that I have ſtayed ſo long 
on this SubjeR, for I know it ig-2 tender Point, 
aground of trouble that wants, yea, and.that de- 
ſerveth ſatisfaRion : and if all I baye.ſaig therein 
doth not 5 Rue t thee and make thee willing to go 
hence, I hall ſay no more. Not this;, J-pray God 

open thy eyes, and give, thee to. ſee:2, grea 
ſweerneſs jn Jeſus Chriſt than all chy je 
what ever z which when done; I any confide 
when God ſays, Come, 99 wilt never ery. more, 


Sokirb 


7. The ſoul praendes gr round of {ror- 


Bur what if I was willing to bid dig to my 
Fathers Houſe, and leave this wonld, and all 8 
enjoyments hehind me, as deing ſp ie tly tixed 
with . the fruftrations of a  purſued,. happineſs 
therein;2 | yet methinkshe $f Lſhall paſs ay 
death,-will.be ſo very-great and amazing, 1 fear 
4 ſhall.pox a >. Ta go nencs, from them. l 

now, $6.8 place and company I never, knew. os - 
faw.in io all; my ifs to leave my Frie ef harm a 


lived, and with whom I have familiarly-conyegſe 


6 - 
fd *. > pp ooaigs hes $urongt nt: . 22 


$T. 
-, " 
P) 
I'*. wi 
$4 — MO . 
- LY, "as þ 
PI \ 6. of » >" 
4 & v7 44 i * S 
# "£ | Ye SE 
. : < ey . \ ; ” 
CP 9 Vs -—_ vB a bh 7 ” b Tb by " i Fr EF”. 
4 > oV; k l 
hb 0 w - d. 


4% 
8, 
_ - 


WE 
"> 47 
"RE 


this > | 
"Wet al Uta: 3f1 knot im, yn 4: 


; IE 

Th 

OR FIETR 
FAR x TY & | 
"2 Ns CE: M 
"5 U 4 


LF rh 


With dC fece I know; bow y {ſhall we 
Jook on- one agorther p- what Fieeſe- content do I 
rake in any compaty'on earth where I-meer with 
Thinefs ? ' will it not ve- ſ6 1 m Heaven Þ 


Anſn. ' Art thon trafy godly 'p 4nd doR thon 
Fay thotknoweſt none'in Heaven? that is ftrange. 
Who is be whom you call Father, every time 

you pray what are ybu'þorn of God? unied ro 
Goa by Faith and fove'? and beld communion 
with him, -ind yer not Know him ? 'haſt thou had 
ſolong # humble and contrite Spytit 2? and hath 
Red 45m lofty ont, who {1/a. 37, 15: ) ins 
Etertrity dwelt - within thee; to revive 
and conffort hee: according vo hig promiſe, end 
yeedpt dior know: bim >-And whatdoſt _ 
ke of Jefus Chrifty *thy "Head and Lord, /and 
Hivdatd, No bath yoye chttyand: died for thee, 
and wrſhed thee in his blood, thataſcended its 
Heaven, and is ſet down ar the right Hand of the, 
Majefty 0n High? & he 2 ſirgnger- ho to thee > 
is not ke. that beloved One, whom thon haſt 
leaned ipon'rravel ling through this wilderneſs ? 
Cant. 8. 5. Hit thon Teaned all ce duyn of 
hew Life 45 higwiſdomP ceſted-in-his righreauſs 
dels, - travgifed in his fitetgrh, been accepred in 
Sis blood*4nd yet doft thin not kti6w' bin? Hat 
thon, through bis-erace, rap i doerof his-will ? 
#nd hath bes zecording to his promiſezcome 5Aats 
thee, made bis abode With thees 4n# w9inifefted. 
himſelf ſo "frequently" "to thee , oe: doſt 
thou not know tim ? How firangs «' thing » 
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& (79) 
- very little, t fever ſaw him _— life by 
what If thou haſt not ſeen him with” thy bodily 
eyes? yet haſt thon nor Vilieved in him whom 
thou hal not ſeen, -and rejoyced with' joy utr- 


kable, #nd full of glory 7 thon haſt 
oy known him after the oY yet Udi afren 


che Spirit. 
But comfore thy ſelf, then thon tat known 


him bur tirtle, xt throus a vail 

tie knoweth thee moſt perſeRly : wr Ny 
by name, and feparated qo to Nerf from the 
womb, and 'effc&ually called and juſtifiedrhee'y 
he knows thee b y thy zndL tid ktows thy dwel- 
kny; and vikteth, thee every.m is with 
rhee living”, and will ribt ee 


ancd when Fe Fur eaken rhſee co quit fir wt. 
Heavens', ton fhak know bim as be khows 
thee," oh 7mong. Np petſeAly * 1 know we 
We very fork: to $9 0 me amgoters with 
Whom we DE" Bets or to 4cquaintakce”; biit 

dt it be tid: wm we are revel nary oy th 


; 2n facixfie Ne wb nghs eee wr 
tiewntndh #1! out partisl'unac loicck 
lth he Locd of the fan 7of Feave, 1" whetx 


ioviced, willing to £0 bein credib] Go 
ed rtict thac ofs 9h, Lode as very LN 


Uoves uy very highly, and'1s heartily N Genes -Y 


Yee us there. 
thou, if 1 know in ſorhs thealirs 


Bat :- 
Borne rig the Loed of rhac City, Tkiow i 


6 'ore.. There are ren thatſfands of 
hi and 3 how not one of thetn, 


oY 


ae 


Yr | (ts) | 

| | laden ſome of oi later on: earth, but fince 
[4 nk ther, 2 THe are ſo cransfigured, ſa won- 
derfully changed, . I ſhall not know one of them 
"when. ſee them, _ 

What if chou knoweſt not one Angel in all 
the Heavens? is it not:enough that many of them 
may know thee ? But how do 1 know that? 
How? ;thou. haſt been their ſpecial charge ever 
dince thon waſt born to Jeſus Chriſt, Are they 
not all Mpuſiring verſe to.chem that are Heirs 


of glory by new birth geve thee this I, 
Healbop p+ $0 ſoon as any ſoul is converted, Jeſis I, 


Chriftdoth, as ic were, ſay to his Angels, take 
cat, [ef ecial care of that creature, How very 
the Angels know Abrabaw and the place 

of his bitation ? .whom a bio and again they 
viſited, 4 and how fami arly,  {uffer them- 
ſelves fo-be entertain both ae and righteous 
Lot ? How affeAjangcely did an, Angel ſale 
Daniel by name 3 D Daniel greatly h bowed, ! How 
47h id an, Apgel (alute Mery e Mother of 
and how raya dy he converſe 
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* be # ow 2 'F dead, | 
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Kind; friendly, and fafiiliar than chis "© fear it 
not thou doubting Soul, if thou'art's Child of 
God, thou-art as well known to the Angels ag 
Abraham, and'Lot, and Danitl, and Mary were; 
and thou ſhalt'find:ſ{o muchwhen thou cotneſt a- 
mong them.” ''Methinks it-{honld inraviſh thee 
to think; bow'theſe noble Erearutes will lock a+ - 
dout rheez:and bid thee welcome, aFone greatly 
beloved of 'rhE&Lord and (ay unto thee; trot as 
to:the Mary's; Come, ſet tht: Tomb whert thy Lord 
Jay, bur come ſee the Throge where thy Lord fits 
1 all his glory; RN 44 | 

. But that thau' ſh&uldR thihk thy ſelf an utter 
ſtranger to all the Spirits of the juſt, is more 
ſtrange, when there may be ſome of thy neer re< 
lations there, and many 6f thoſe that thou haſt 
iad for many years ſuch ſweer Fellowthip in the 
Drdinances of the Goſpel? why ſhouldſt thou 
tink that Heaven ſhould impair arty knowledge? 
twill encreaſe all tliy excellencies, but dimin- 
ſh none. of them : If I ſhall fit down with 4- 
rabam, Iſaac and Facob in the Kingdetn ;' ſurely;” 
ſhall know them to be ſuch : And why may I 
ot know others as well asthey p But whar if I .. 
ould know neither Angel nor Saint there? jt 


DO_y > re" 


* Brenougti that I know the Lord of that place, and. 
% Rbey atcallhis ſervants, and if he will own me, I 
-f Enow that they will ackriowledve me; if God * 
Falls me Sor I know they! will olvn me as 's * 
et Prother. ' 5/6 + 00 005 1957 IE 
#- }-Beſiflen their natures ate ll perſeRly graci- * 
89 Bus and holy, 4nd T fall be-like them; * and we * 


b all all know each other co be ſoz 'and wt Tia: © 
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agg ? There may be firangeneſs among X 
becauſe there 3s ſo muc ach ſelfiſhneſs; fo 
= feigned and diflembled love and friend- 
Þ,. biit in Heaven there is no ſich thing, there 
pedowy there but ſimplicity, uprightneſs, 0= 
pen-hbeartedneſs, love without gle, friendſhip 
without bypocrifie. . Thou mayſt be acquainted 
with 2 thouſand Szints; and Angels-in an haurs 
_ 85.35. thou hadſt known them' a thouſand 


gens may find ſomething of this among the 
Saints on earth when they corge together, though 
they never ſaw. cach other before ; yet when 1n 
diſcourſe they find-not one anothers Spirit, md 
perceive a mutual rel :ſhing of the things of _ 
they grow of 2 ſudden as well acquainted 28 if 
they had known, each other many years. And if 
this be ſo, |be not, poor ſoul, amazed at this 
oreat change of company at death z For it is 
bat as dying DoRor. Preſton ſaid, 7 ſball change 
wy Place, but not my Company. 


8. The eight pretended! Gronnd of fear, 


But what if after albthis, there ſhonld beno/ 
fach place as Heaven > what.if that Paradiſe be 
no where but in mens fancies, and its pleaſures 
nothing bit .che dreamg of their idle. and fleepy 
3maginations ? what if all that is to be ſeen and 
enjoyed, is, here; 'on- carth,, and when I loſe 
theſe, I ſhail never find any other? 15 + + 
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' meer imbp pinition. } it 'is inf 
know it'sreal, they are in it, enjoy it, 4 

eternally there make their abode 1 "What no 
Heaven ! then there is no Hell, but the: Devils 


_ themſelves will contradi rhat ; fob to their coft 


they both know and feel it, 

_ NoHeaven!j why ſhouldft how Jaubr it,vhen 
no Nativn of what Tongue, or Kindted, or Reli- 
*10n ſo ever, ever queſtioned it , ſo evident 
hath it been to the ligit of neraee. Allehe Jews 
in their ſeveral Generations believed iry and 
thoſe that were truly godly among va aboye 
all chings ſought it. 

The p poor Heathengs believed there wes an £2 
liziam place of pleaſure for the ſouls of juſt men 
after this life : The Turks betieve there is a Pa- 
radiſe, where the ſouls of the righteous are ree 
warded, 

\ And ſhalt thon who art a Chriſtian, who haff 
More abundant groand for thy confidence thereof 
make any ſcruple about it, ſearch the Scriptures, 
for they do reſtifie thereof. 

| Tt is as certain that there is a Heaven, as that 
God is true, that in his word hath many a time 
affirmed it; 

It is as true, as that Feſus Chriſt is a true Pco- 
pher ſent of od, for Jet hath taught it. 

Ie is as ſure, '#s that the God-man Feſus, did 
die androſe, znd is aſcended thither 3 and who. 
queſtions that which was corifirmed by many of 
"6c 95q "th for . where is he now but in-that 
Br haps 60s ihs Logoibnc had and. writ ; 
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/ by «be inſpiration of be Holy Gadft z for they in 
their: writings-haye confirmed it. 

; Ir 35.48 Eertainly true that all that are dead in 
the Loehare not periſhed, ; 

- | Tx9s as.true as that, God will put a,difference 
betwint;a man and; a beaſt; and a good man and a 
bad after this life, and- chat is as certaih as that 
he is ths 2ighteous Governour of the world, 
Iris as certain, -as that all the- generations of 
the Children of men from the beginning of the 
world t9.this day, cannot be miſtaken in a point 
whergzp they have ſo univerſally agreed. 
:;Leſtlyg3r 18 as ſure as that» the d1Qateg of the 
conſciences of all men both good and bad, have 
any -tx14bvan them ; , for the conſciences of all 
men.eithet hope or fear it- | 

- .And-it{ſoy what dolt thou ſcruple > why doſt 
thownotdoabt thy. ſenſes as well as thy reaſon, 
When it hath ſo good foundation to build its aſs 
fent and perſwalion: on, as 1t bath m this particu- 
hr? »Wpby- doſt thou not doubt whether there be. 
an.carth whilſt thou walkeſt upon it, or a Sun-. 
when thou ſeeſt it ſhine, , or Fire when thou feel- 
eſt 'ir burn? why -may._ not the. truth .of theſe 
things: (which thy ſenſes are ſo confident of ). be 
diſpnted, as well as tnis of Heaven, where thy 
reaſon:bath ſo many clear-and evident reaſons, to 
believe it as I hav2 given; is not* my reaſon 2: 
facalty.'of Gods planting in me as well as my 
ſenſes/?. and I am ſure the God of truth: never, 
gave mz-any faculty to deceive men wnen T'ex-, 
erc-{Q.qtadout its proper oþjects and by due me- 
diums, as I Co here, 
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jeas of ſenſe, and deat irguments are* the wr? 
diams by which T behold" the objeAszoftealon, 
if my arguments be clear, my conclufign proved: 
by them mult needs be certain, ' an#rhete 


: more cafe why Iſhotild then d6ubt ;than 
iT of the objJeRs"of ſenſeWiien T betfold hear gr # 
due diſtance m a cleat Tight; Tf'chie xrfiments T 


have heiped'togerher be not clear, they _ it ;* 
© ' bur if they are, then I challenge thy ale , asT 
Ic do, that rhott/ſhouldeſt believe. that, to/be, which 
thou heareft*or ſeeft'dr fetteſt; to* be: "Whit 
© | man, doubt the eruth bf thy Kingddm;"thy Ted? 
T7 reward? tell me, who is it that queſtions 
whether thete' is x Heaven beſider thy ſelf? yea, 
a | ſomebave!Bir who?what tre they? are they,com- 
* || petentJudgevin the cafe?Perhaps it is fome blind 
: Atheiſt, ſome dirry fleſh pleating Epicafe, whoſe 
* | God js his belly , why ininferf earthly Things: 
” | Poor blinded wrerches! che cuift'of uhis wor 
© F hath put out their eyes , their fleſhly luſts' have 
7} choaked their reaſon, and laid watt” iIÞ princie 
ples of religion it them; the God of this world 
ith blikded them, ant che righteous" Gpd* bath 
given them, up to a reprobace fenſe's and are 


P [o'grext weighe 15 chis 18?” Alas; povr men 1" it 
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b (86) 
and- to.eaſe themſelves of all regret of mind 
for ſo dojng.s &t lend: ras there is any.ſuch 
rang, | | 
- Bur tell me,.did ever any truly gracious ſoul 
make real doubt thereof?. which of. all che Patri- 
acchs,” or Prophets, or Apoſtles, of the Son of 
God himſelf .> they all afficm'd it, believed it, 
ſought it'z and becauſe. they knew nothing but 
(8 cool Gut that Paradiſe againſt them, they 
chole rather. the ſpoiling their goods chan to fin 
to leave the Ries es. of the City and Honours 
ff the Cour an fin ; they were many .of them 
and their fqllowers, that were cruelly mocked, 
ſcurged, crucified, ſawn.aſlnder, not accepting 
a deliverance on the bard condition; of finning 
z2ainſt' God z. arid why, decauſe they believed, 
and expeRted a better reſurreRion, another life, 
a better life ? and where, but in the Heavens, 
-oo ns Jerulalem , the City of the living 
=. - Godd | 
* _ Ina word, God hathſaid it, and all theſe bay 
E- ſpoke it, and believed it from him z andlet God 
A be true, and every mian eſteemed a lyar that 
E Nd.” I 
G.. Ll ny n , certain there is $ Heaven, and 
eayen be {uch a place of joy avd perfeR happi 
neſs as I bave head, Fe Eſa (de Go 
calls)to let go thig world, Tanch forth. and never 
doubt but thou ſhalt arrive in a better 40 than 
gyer thou haſt foung this all ths dayg, of thy pul- 
$£1N4g6 10 Its | 3. 4 þ Li! » RE 79 
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. (9) NP 
9. The ninth preended grinud of feats, © 


But i it be ſo certain that thete is ſuch a 
Kingdom ag Heaven is, it _ be, Ged $ 
how long, before Tenter into it ; for what if («8 
ſome hold, and my laviſh fleſh doth ſometimes 
fear) my ſonl at death hall fall afleep, and n( 
waken more till rowſed by the ſound of the lafl 
Trump : It js better taking the bicter-{weet on 
earth, than to lexve 811 here, and be turhed intg 
the condition of a ſenſlefs Rock or Kone. Tell 
me, is it likely when I die, thac my foul will 
fall aſleep, or it will immediately enter inco & 

te of 30y? | 


Anſ. 1 ſhilf ſay the Jefs to this, becauſe I 
have fully (#s 1 conceive) ſpoken tq it ih m 
Trentiſe of the Souls immortality 3 to which I refer 

thee for further ſatisfaRion. | 

Notwithſtanding I ſhall give this ſhort reply, Y 

When thoa feareſt thy ſoul may fleep ae dat | 
exttmine well the reaſon of tins thy fear. Da 
God { whoAnowerth beſt) ever ell chee, it would $ 
then ſleep Þ I have proved che contrary,by twen- v4 
ey Teftimonies from Scriptare, whith'is the te- RK. 
velation of Gods mind concerning this mans 
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Itisttue, Scripture calleth death 2 (ſeep, aiid 
ir may be; #pd yet the ſouk awake; 18 it net e- 
noygh that death lays the body to reft,. and may 
It rior becalled {zep from thence ?' In our nitds 
ralf{ep our badily ſenſes are bound up,* but yet 
"| onrſouls are alive; and ſometimes more a&ive 4 
| fnnawike, agthe goals ſait? in the Cancer, 
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[ flees, but my heart waketh; her ſoul was buſie and. 


a&ive in hec-{|<<ping body, 4nd why may-it not 
as well *be'fo:at death out of the body? though 
eath depriyes the body of eyes and carsy and! o- 
er ſenſes, yet-it muſt not depriye, the ſoul gf 
Ie 4g thoughts any mare than-the nacural ſlgep 


- Poſt thoy not know that when,thy body returns 
to duſt, thy ſoul ſhall return to God that gavear? 
hath not Chriſt told thee, , that the ſoul cannot be 
killed, and if it cannot be (lain by the Sword; 
how ſhould it die by a diſeaſe ? (hall the ſopl of 
the, pepitent Thief enter that day. he died into 
Rn ? and canſt..thon yet. dream - of rhy 
ouls ſleeping in the Graye? 13 the Grave a-Pa+ 
radiſe ? | OY 
But how cavſt thon imagine'tbat-a being ſo 
full of life apd anon. as thy ſouljisfhould,ſleep ? 
what doth itleep jn the dead and airied-cargets 
or out of it, in it (fayſt thou) withons-doubt, 9b 
fleeps at all? But. I, pray dota, itfleep. in tiyt a 
part of the carcaſs.of inthe whole ?. as tlives in. 
the, whole (ſayſt thop) when the body livethyfe:it 
fleeps in the whale when the bady 38464 3 Bat 
then tell me when che, body is rojted and turned 
Into duſt; this duſt, dig'd up, ang, icatter'd.hers 
and there, apd mixt with the dyſt,ob tywenty,onber 
arcaſſes, where js thy ſleeping ſoul then 2-what 
x thy ſoul broken into as mapy pitees as.the duſk 
ff thy moulder'd body ? bow ;mmany thouſand. 
ſcraps. of *a ſoul wzll there be? |..op will otby, 
whole. Þul fl:ep. ia, .cvery ;particle.of the{ſt-1 
pargted duſt of thy body ?. will pax this.puliphy 
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| OG ih. 
&n;cenft;periwide hyTelfy/49 the PIpiNs'ds of; 
the body or Lord, that iris wholy | Heaven ' 0 
30 | and wholy in every ict Wafer, and he y 
> | Cup of Sactatriental Wine It' one ant the ſelt-, 
ol | cane timey thou may ſt perhaps digeR ſach'a vain 
P | conceit asthis of thy ſouls ſleeping it"every part. 
of thy divided” body ,” bur' elſe thou Muſt be 
N BF forced to:yejeR this as'moſt ab ſurd"4s"\Well as 
4 E REL SURREE. anger es 
14 Again, Tet me hear 'whacthon canſt'plead for, 
F this vain fear of thy fouls fleeping or dying wah 
of F thy dody, + ' | a 
o | - Oh fapſtthou, if my ſoul was imifottal, why 
y | doth'not- ſheknow ſo mieh of her ſelf? why 18 
{s | ſhe ſo offen afraid that the ſhall be extin& with, 
her body, if (he did not fear.it. I ſhould got” 


3 


* 


o | fearit.\ 70 mY & 
? | + Ler:metelf thee, if: thou wilt admit of fears _* 
s | andjealonſies as argumenrs,'for the being or not 
in | being-of things thou wilt'never have done.” How. 


2 many hundred-things haft thou feared that never. _# 
n. came'to* piſs'? and why may not this, be one? - 7 
it what if P4tey walking upen'the tempeſtuons Sea, -» : 
It feared to'bedrownet 7 and what if the I/raclites 
d at the red/Sew feared either to be devoured by 
'© their enemies Swords or"by the Witers? yet, by. 
FF the power of Jeſus,the one*gor ſafe into the Ship, 
IK and the/iorker to Shore':- and why may; not thy 
& | *"foub thatifevrs to-bde-{wallowed up” of the'grave 
d, with itz body; be as ſafely conveyedro Heaven, 
Y. when [the ſame power can'effe& the one as the 
= other 7-112! © "I 
x 


Bur what if thy ſoulfears her mortality ? doth "5 
- ſhenot more often hope hee immortality > Ser. | 
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then thy hopes Ry New z for hope is 29 
a ground to conclude ſhe is immortal, ay 
tear is that ſhe is byt;mortal, 

Yet I muſt ſay that gewtber hope nor fear in 
themſelves, within frarkes reaſon, is ſufficient 
ground to conclude the one or the other ; But I 
have given thee abundant reaſon from the Reve+ 
lations of God, and from the naturg-of the ſoul 
her ſelf: To conclude , ſhe is immortal, and 
doubtleſs, - grounded hopes (ſhould preyail with 
thee more than groundleſs fears, 

But where is it that thou feareſt it ? perhaph 
in ſome fit of melancholy : and what heed then 
18 to be taken to thy fears ? when there are n6 


things ſo abſard but melancholy is able to per. 


ſwade us, 4 Ta? | 
Yet what if thou ſhould fear it all thy days > 
there are hundreds and thouſands 9of- other ſouls 


” - never feared it at all, Chriſt nor che Thief after 


he had receiyed the promiſe, nor Pas/, nor many 
Troops of Heroick ſouls, that bave quitted their 


bodies in flames for the teſtimonies of Jeſus, ne- 


p fcrupled it at all, and baſt thou not more cea- 
on to conclude with them upon their epnfdence, 
that ſouls are immortal, than to deny- 34 upon 


= , thy own unreaſonable ſcruples, 


 - Bur my ſcruples (ſayſ{thou) are not ſo.unrea- 
ſonable as you imagine, .is it not ſhrewdly/to be 


ſuſpe&:dz that when by experience-me find, that * 


the faculties of mens.fouls do: gradually ripen 
and decay with their bodies as in. youth and age z 
why may they not likewiſe utrerly periſts with 
- their bodies? bow ſtupid are the faculties of oar 
* fouls wh:n Infants, bow crazy when aged > and 
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utterly ceaſe to a when 
the body dies ? | 
Ll anſwer, This ObjeRion indeed doth prove, 
that the ſoul whilſt in the body, doth depend in 
its operations aps the body, and who denies that 2 
for when the $pigits the Infiruments of the ſouls 
motions be toppid as in. children and old men, \ 
what wonder zf ſhe be more ſluggiſh than 
when they are more brisk_ and fiery as -in a 
more perie& age ? Can the Trumpeter. ſend 
forth, as ſhrill 2 ſound from a Trumpec made of 
Paſeboard or. Wood, as one made of ſolid tinie 
ent Braſs or Silver > Can the Muſician” play as 
ſweetly on an Infirument , whoſe frings are 
moiſt and half wound up as where the ſtrings are 
dry and firm, and wound up to their due height, - 
What Carpenter can hew his Timber with an 
Inſtrument of ſoft as of hirdned Iron or Steel 2 
And yet you would think one to argue very fool- 


' Uhly from chence, that therefore the Muſician - | 


and the Carpenter cannot live or a& without 
chem ; Tt is true, if the Inftrament be broke, it 
will follow, the Myfician can play no more upon 
it, and if the Axe be blunt he cannat work well 
with it ; or if itbe broke he cannot work at 
all with i, | | 

mor work in fore other way : The ſoul when is 
Ives in the body, aRs with it as the Mufician 
* with his Luce or Vial 3 but when the Lute, 


| 8proke, and the þody dead, the ſonl as the Mus 
Hen can fing many a melodious tune by ber 
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;. Again, though the ſoul, whilt in the 


© But jt follows not, that they can neither live + '® 
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doth in its worntal depend en the body ; z 'yet 
it doth not. ſo depend, as if its faculties muſt Ex- 
- a ly wait the leiſure'of the body intheir ripen- 
ing." How wandetfil would a ſoil improve'in 
= childiſh body with gopd education? how often 

75 it ſeen, that 2, chuld often, is more wiſe and 
' knowing in matters'of the highalt c concern, "han 
ſome men at threeſcore, It the ſoul had nt 3 
power 'to improve her ſeff, bur 'was neceſſarily 
reſtrained in the jntreaſe of her'faculcies to G 
growth of the body, © then wanld' wit 86 Af 
yezts,” and the oldeſt man (befort' mian-HooTb 
gins radecline )*wonld be the wiſeſt ; bur this 
vs contrary toexperience ? for wEfind ihae ſoillg 
are more or fefs wiſe, accordiri to the mote or 
tels idaftry they nfe to attain'to wifdom, © 
* But in the next place, I have proved-in, 2 
Treatiſe of the Souls Immortality, that the nature 
thefatiſties of mang ſoul is ſac; that it is ith 
poſſible to conceive how they hutd rife ſc cor 
d&in> that is mortal ; and chat che very being gf 
inderſtanding, memory, 2 power 9 of ſpottage us 
motion as argtment ſufficient” atzr the: ſub To 
wherein they relide miſt he So Ra _ ſo 
mortar; *notwitflurting- the Solfy may be ' i; 
_ ployed in 2 ſabſerviency to theſe  ariilg the 
Bode of the ſon! 3n-rh< body”: * And'5f 8, 
is fiefc objezd "muſt Yan” to, "Air A 
Smoke. 
Waat rw remtiris, but that Kale (it th 
is purified through believing in the Son 07 
#n3 as 1 have proved it is Unimberdl,” 
 3mmeliztely entec into a Race of. joy w 
| e77oN pi gr bo: 5 bat ma hin eyer aoY 
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hee hence 9; thou ſhoulgſt zoyfully 'acquit this . 
ody, with.'a certain and ſure hope of entering a 
better ſtate than ever chou didſt experience 1n 


"CER 


all thy life. | 
IO. The tenth pretended Ground of fear, 


Notwithſtanding all theſe Rops put to the tor- 
rent of my fears, yet they can find a vent ;. fog 
like great ſwelling waters when their force is 
opt in one,, place”, it dreaks. out in another, 
What if the Kingdom of Heaven be ſo great and 
real? 'what if it be ſo certain that the Spirits of - 
the jaſt ardeath enter into. it?and what ifIin ſome 
weak meaſure belicye all this> yet my;fears and 
jealoufies axe, ſo frequene that it may all be 0- 
cherwiſe, that I ſcarcely, know whether I may. 
ſay I belieye'them or not :: Are not theſe fears” 
arguments of ſuch a ſtaggering faith. that may ſo. 
far provoke the, Holy faithful God, as to cauſe 
him to ſwear .in his wrath, bat 1 ſhall never enter 
into that reſt of bus # | 


Anſa, To deal plainly with thee,,.I would 
not out of pretence to eaſe thee of thy burcheqs 
pare thy fn 3 nor yet be ſo ſevere as to con- 

emn thee for thy defes farther than a Cum- 
miſſion from Scripture will bear me out, Unbe«, 
lief of any known promiſe of God is a damning: 
in, and if (after all that God hath ſaid of an erer- 
nal Life, be will give his people in the Heavens) - 
thou ſhould fAarly. ſay, that thou believeſt no 


- ſich things and that there will be the ſame endo 
the xightcous& to the wicked.If this thou ſhoulg 
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oild confidently pronounce* thy condition 

deſperace z for he that readerh in” Scripture the 
Teſtimony of Jeſns the Son of God; afticming, 
that he came from Heayen, with an intent to 
reach us the way thither, and to die co make our 
peace with. the God -of Heaven, and.to ſanRific 
us, that thereby he might prepare us for Heaven, 
zhd char he will come 4gzin atd fetck our whole 
man to Heaven , ahd feal this doQrine with 
wonders in Heaven and earth,and with innumer- 
able miracles, be:ng himſelf filled with the Spirit 
of the Lord; to chat end and filling his Apofiles 
with the ſame Spirit of wiſdom and power to 
reach the ſame doAtrine and work the like won< 
ders; he1 ſay, that ſhall read all this, and have 
the Teſtimonies of the Churches of Chrift in all 
2oes to confirm che truth of all this; not only by 
a profeſſion of their fairh herein with thei 
Mouths, hut likewiſe ſealing it with'their blood; 
and yet ſhall deny or digbelieve the truth there- 
of, mnſt needs be a deſperate willfuf blind fin- 
ner ; for ſuch do either make God the Fatneg' 
and his Son Eyars; in as mich as they believe not 
the Teftimony God bath given thereof by his 


' Son; or efſe they muſt account the generations 


of the righteous in all ages of the Church, who 
have ayowed the truth'thereof tothe death, to be 
z company of ignorant, filly, worſe than bruriſh 
men to expoſe their lives, and all their earthly 
felicity to deſtru@ion for a fancy or a groundlelg 
figment , which none <n ſuffer themſelves to 
think,bur ſuch as by the notorions villany of theig 
kearts and lives, have laid all principlesof ret- 
fon 2nd religion waſt, which ſpeaks them one 
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- But this fayſithon, is normy caſe, ' Thopeit © 
is not, God forbid it ſhould, ' Well, but what is + © 
f thy caſe then? ' "BD 
0 It is this, though (ſayſt thou) ty reaſon 18 ſatis= 
C fied in the truth and real; eſs of the Chri- 
- ſian Religion, and particularly of the truth of 
this promiſe of EternalLife ; yet I find very fre- 
quently in my thoughts # certain du2zing of ſcrus 
pulous Queſtions : what if it ſhould be others 
wiſe? how if both thy RIF and all thy fetfow 
\ Chriſtians ſhenld be miſtaken ? what if Heaven 
ſhould prove a fitien? how could theſe Queſti- 
ons riſe if I did indeed believe the truth of theſe 
things ? > 
 Tanſwerz Theſe rempting ſuggeſtions if in 
the leaft they ſadden thee, they are hgns thy faith 
i3&nor perfeR, but they are no arguments that 
thou haſt no- faith : Surely Peer had faith and £ 
frrong faith tos in Jeſus Chriſt, when he dared 
to venture at his command to come out of the © *? 
-" | Ship and walk upon the Seay and yet when he ' 
F ſaw the ſtorm encreaſe, be doubted z; and yer his _ 
| doubt did not deſtroy his faith ; for at the ſame 
time, though he was through fear ſinking, yet he 
could believe that Chriſtcould ſave him ; ©Ma- 
fer (ſays be) belp me : Tellme; haſt thou not at_ 
the command of Chriſt, and'through the behef of 
his promiſe, ventured upon a ſea of troubleſome 
duries and remptations ? haſt thou not repented 
. of ſin, mortified thy flefh crucified the Tufts 
thereof ? haſt thou not denied thy ſelf and taken' 
apithe Croſs and followed him > yea, ſayfſt thou, 
I' have. Itell thee then, thou-haſt venturedup»  . 
._ Of as greae difficulties as Prrey-did, when-he wene =} 
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 cutofthe $hiÞ}onthe Sea; and greater too ; td 
”. if he:could, not have' dong; the, one, | ſo neither 
couldſt thou the other without a ſtrong faich. And 
what if;ſametimes ſuel ſinking Quefttons do -4- 
riſe 2} doſt thou not ery out with Petey to thy Je- 
ſus,' Lord ſaverme? and haſt. thou ngt experienced: 
likewiſe wittf him, that 7Chraſt thereupon hath 
rajſed. thee: above «thy ſinking fears ?; and if fo; 
what reaſon baſt tho; to doudt; of thy faith any 
more.than thuu doſt of Peters ? | 
, Bae! yet Iſay furthery. ;zhough thou 'mayſt find: 
many bf thy Brethren more confident- in belieys: 
ing of ;the promiſes than thy ſelf; yer confiderg 
that faith may be as truly and really in thee as 
them ;--it may be of the ſame kind with theirs; 
though.not of the ſame degree :; faith as | otheg: 
thipgs is capable of. growth and increaſe 5 there 
is a going on to perfection as well an believing: 
as in-other graces,, and in-graces as well as in os 
- therknowledges, arts and myſteries : þe that can- 
' read his-Letters of bis Primer, bath not pres 
ſently atrived to the top of Learning. .I ſay 
then, ſome have more perfe&t knowledge 1n the 
myſtery of the revealed will of God, and more: 
perfect underſtanding of the wildom , powerz- 
orace, faithſulneſs of God and his Son,/and conſe= 
quently cf.the Nanny of every word of pro- - 
miſe, and ſome leſs :- dut.it 1s certain every true 
believer is to that degree perſwaded of the truth 
of the whole,as that be 15 theredy powerfully cars | 
ried forth-to break off his fin by repentance, and 
to purific his hearty and to eſteem. of all the fine; 
ful pleaſures, of this life as droſs and dungy/;to ; 


deſpiſs-and tramplegn them, as matagrs ſtanding; |Þ 
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h kig-vay.to Eternal life ; and this-is ſufficient 
o ſpeaſe their ſaith ſound, though it may be in» 
umbred with ſome weakneſſes, 
- Buc I further adde;_ that- int thoſe unbelieviog 
cruples, thete may be as much, if not more 0 
xe Devil than the infidelity of thy heart 5 Thar: 
prince of darkneſs being thrown out of thy hearr 
is ancient poſſeſſion z' though be never ſhall re» 
nter more, yet. he will not fail ro trouble thee 
vith a Siege 3 though he cannot batter dawn thy' 
aftle-walls, or untindge, or burn down thoſe e= 
erlaſting doors of thy heart, whereat the King 
of glory hath' encered, and have been ever fince 
ſhuc againſt this deſpiſed Tyrant, yet be can lie 
ithour and throw the-granadoes - of temptati-- 


Hons, and ſhoot his fiery darts over the walls, which 


hough-chEy may Rartle and affright thee,yer they: 
hall dothee' little harm 3] and. of ſuch a nature 
may be theſe undelieving ſcruples thoa. com= 
plaineſt of. . And befides this, . he hath other 
ferchex'of policy eo beget a difference betwixt 
thy foxfand Chriſt now become the Governour 
of that Royal Fort : Sometimes he will ſuggeſt, 
that your Lord Jefus is gone,: and who knows 
what is decome of him ; or perhaps he is among 
the dead whom you imagine to be. on bis throne 
in Heaven'; of that all:your hazards 4nd Engage-: 
ments for him are invain; for either you ſhall 
be forced to yield to the battery of his temptaci- 
ons, and ſubmic to the. law of fin in ſpight of 
your hearts, and the auxiliaries of your imagined 
Chriſt, or elſe he will have your lives and all you 
are worth, aqd. then will upbraid you, andfay, 

Chriftan | 
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+ his promiſes ? | how many men and their families 
| aye I$uin'd by perſecutions becauſe they would: 
Hot yield Þ and who when you have oſt all,- will 
theake you amends > Are you: not foals; to.loſe 
all in this world fer an imagined Paradiſc'3n a» 
nother z part with things that you ſee-and-enjoy: 
for things \thac you never ſaw, and ſo it's L0CEr- 
tain whether they arc or na« Thus like: Sene- 
charib-doth he defie the Halt obdſrael,ang the God 
oi:thac Hoſt 3; and perhaps: thou bezng 1gnorant 
of -Sarans deviſes in all thigs: art apt to. charge at 
all-96 thy ſelf, and'this he 4-apt enough to per- IN. 
iwade thee to; for when be cannoc perſwadefſ]. 
thee by thefe - threatnings;,to yield ,;;,thep; he 1 
charges thee. with all theſe mutinons and xebgl- 
lious counſels of thy heart, when indecd they are 
none bur his:own, becauſe thy-beart dothalways 
contradict them, defie chem -as- mcik pl4ſphes 
-;In this:caſe, be not diſcouraged, only defies 
theſe motionsz: 3d cry-mightaly to'the Logd!thy, 
Saviour to heip thee againſt»ehis mighty ppbitick 
ZI je; tel] him! his honoue ig engaged, and ask yy cl 

F thy Lord how he. can be bent! £0 fee tis glorious 
SE Name blaſphemed by the ; Adyerſary pray; him 
to-ariſe and make bare his arm, and:(bew!hwaſelt 
irong in rebukiog this Eyilione, | for thepoor: of 
the earth that pur their truſt gader che:ſhadow-of 
*his wings, Affure thy ſelf he will at lengtdariſe, 
hewill break that hiſſing Serpents head, and turn 
his coinſels imorfolly, only hold thou faſt and 
be rrue to Chriſt, and reſolve to die rather than 
"I tw yield. For Chriſt thy-Loxd perm it#-all thisY- 
i forthe tryalofthy faith, and Jovey and patience,» 
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that when theſe grites are tryed 2nd fdtind fins 
| core, they way be crowned with honour; glory, 

and immortality: Bear up poor copey foul zj 
ſay not, thoitare conquer'd, becauſe thou haſt an 

in the Field againſt thee ; ſay not, that . 

tv haſt ri6 faith, becauſe thy faith iy batter*d 
withtemptations, for if it bears the battery and 
yields not tp to Saten, it is'a fign not only thar 
thou haſt-fairhy but that thy ſtitch is trong : for 
what greater argument that the walls of a Caſtle 
ice ſtrong, thiki chis; that it can receive a thon= 
ſand Canon hot into it, and yet ſand firm in de- 
fiance of the 'Enemy 3 ſo 4f thy faith holds one 
he IN int cempeariotis, there is no greater argument of 
I-J its trength! + + | : 
ref To ſhut up my anſwer to this doubt of thine, 
y$f] take this advice ; Doſt thot find thy ſelf fre- 
ll quently from time to time” preft with theſe un« 
delieving ſils#tRtions'," as 'whit if there he no 
God, or Chriſty or Heaven? what if af Religion 
1s bur 4 dream ? I baye'already told thee iow un- 
reaſonable groundfeſs ſcruples they are, but if 
chey will'not hezr redſon, take then-vp the reſa- 
lnmon'of Quethn Heſter,” when ſhe knew her 4p- 
proactr tothe King would prove difficult md dag- 
ger % Fet-knowirig if ſhe went-not, (ſhe and 

peopfefwere all like tolbe deſtroyed ? Well 
Conte) Fiviflyentire to go into tys preſence, 

if Friſky Tponſh, >> 
:'$6 thou eremblitig Soul, take courtge to thy 
Faith, 'telt Sitgn hon wilt believe," and if' thou 
perittieſt thetein, yet thou zrr reſolvedithere to 
-periſh z- tell that Serpencs that though be ſpits 
$- ont all the poiſon of bis venemous tongue ne can I 

_ 2” _ againſt 
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God, thy Saviour, and. hig Kingdom 3: 

though he be ſo impudent as to tell thee there 
are nouch things, and that it is thy folly tg 
give credit to ſuch dreams z yea, tell thy trai- 
rerous fleſh (that is apt enough ro confederate 
with the:'Devil, and te conclude all is true the 
Devil ſays, becauſe it cannot ſee nor feel ſuch 
things) that chou art reſolved to believe and. to 
live as one that believeth ſuch things 1n holineſs 
and righteouſneſs, tell them, that though they 
may fright thee, yet they (ſhall not make thee fly; 
though they may foil thee, yet they ſhall not 
fling thee ; tell them, thou wilt not Jet go the: 
hopes of a life of glory, for all this world, and 8: 
Thonſand worlds as good as this : and ifthis igro 
be deceived, thou art reſolved to be deceived ; 

for come what will of it, ' thou art reſalved to die: 
in the Faith thereof. :. be not daunted-with theſe-: 
temptations, anſwer them not timourouſly, - but 

with courage ; that proud Prince of. Darkneſs 1t 
he cannot ſubdue thee, yet he glories to ſee thee 

ſneak before-him; this 1s to refit the Devil, : 
and this is the way to put him to flight 3, thigs2es: 
adde to your faith, vertue or courage. ſo it may. 
de tranſlated which. the Apoſtle commands; and ; 
aflure thy ſelf, that ſuch 15 the, great-power 'of- 
. fa thaaſfitted by the Spirit of God whole: affie; 
ſtance thou needſt nor donbt ;. that av ir can:pu-) 
rife the heart, and get a vitory.over the-worlds: 
2nd fleſh, ſo it can ſubdue the Devi), and bear 

cM as a Shield all the fiery Darts of, chat? 
malicious One. - And thns..mych-for- this Obs; 
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ate | Batafcec all this, if my heart is not pure, and 
the # my converſation holy, I am ſure I thall never 
ck {ce God with any comfort; for Chriit hath pro- 
to Miſed che'blefizdneſs of ſeeing God to none but 
eſs ſuch. Is noc Heaven a Kingdom into which no 
ey waclean rhing (hall enter ?*and how dare I then 
> & think of dying,and appearing before ſuch a Holy, 
ot | Holy, Holy God, with ſuch an unholy heart as 
he: Mine 1is1 Alas, howlictle 18 my grace in com- 
12} Pare to what others have! moſt of my holineſs 
ro | lies in 2 defire to de Holy; I can from my hearc 
ſay, there is nothing in the world I defire more 
than to be more like my Saviour } but how ſhore 
ſe-f 90 I fall of the rule and of my defires > I have 
ne | not that ſoveraignty over my ſenſes; nor are 
if | my fleſhly.affe&ions drought into ſuch ſubjeRi- 
-» | on, nor my worldly defires ſo crucified as be- 
1, comes a Saint; my walkings with God are very 
uneven, and the diſtempers of my heart fo great, 
wy and ſo frequent, that if there be any grace with- 
df 3n, alas, how hard is it to ſee it for the fin that 
of. | doth then accompany it ? and how fhonld ſuch 
ws: | anone as I dare tothink of dying ? 


Anſs.' This is a weighty Point, and believe it, 
ir | LT (hall nor flatter thee 3 ſoft words miſplaced 
will as ſoon kill ſouls as hard blows will dodies, 
co. preſume of being ſaved by believing in Chrift 
without a Goſpel conformity to him in holineſs, | 
us 2 rock upon which ten thouſands of wreeched : 

| deluded fonls ſplit ir” ſink themſelvesio perdi- ,- 
| A IO . 7 o-SA, 3 EINER COA 1, MIS , 
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To make thy caſe then no better nor worſe 
gban_ it 15-3 Know -this > that without holi- 
neſs it is1mpoſſible to pleaſe God. Heaven is 
the inheritance of the Saints in lighe, and there 
can be no Saint without holineſs, Chriſt died 
but to ſave none bur ſuch :tbat ſhould in time be 
regenerate by che waſhing of Water and the re- 
newing of the Spirit,” - No ſouls can liye in 
Heaven, bur ſuch is. whom the Spiric of God 
lived while they were on Earch, You may as 
well conceive how darkneſs ſhquld dwell in the 
body of the Sun as a filtby ſoul lodge or fix in 
the Kingdom of the Holy God; there is no 
fearful, Dor liar, nor unbeliever, nor abomint» 
ble perſon enter thac Holy City, ( Revel.) Mount 
$ion hath room for tne Spirits oi juſt men, dut 
not unjuſt to dwel in: where ſhould the chil» 
dren of darkneſs go when they depart hence4but 
into the Kingdom of darkneſs, chat 1s, Hell? 
whither ſhould heavy dull muddy ings tend 
but downwards ? and ſuch are unboly ſouls 
which are as unfit co inhabit Heaven, as dirt a 
dung to take up their dwelling in the Air'; and 
whither ſhould the more pure Elements, as ; Fire 
and Air tend but xpwards? and ſuch are thoſe 
ſouls that are refined with the Fure of the Spirit, 
and Light of the Word, from the feculency of 
fleſbly affeRions ; and whither ſhould they 
mount ax deact, bat upwards to Heayen their 
proper place and center, where they ſhall eyer 
| ? 

But yet I do not think that all ſquls that quit 
our coaſt, and ſail into the bonndleſs Qcean of. 
' ns {ſe be Meeyenly warld were ao © 
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and £0 the ſame degree purged 
neſs-whilft they Rzyed here; nor do I thinks the 
ſame degree of holineſs expeRed in all 25ſome, « 
For (ome have had mare time than -othsrsxo 
ied pu themſelves; the old Saint ſhould be the 

eftSaim, Old Saint Pawd by right ſhould know 
more, and have ſtronger gracesthan young Tings 
#by, he had been longer 1n'the fire, and tlierefore 
> ought to have leſs droſs than the other ; he: had 
been in more trials, and had gathered mart'ex- 


the riences of the ways of Gad; and thetefore im 
on - 022 com confirmed in them than he 0» - 
racer. | I'To\ 
n= Again, ſome have more means of grace than 
1ne others, and according to the proportion of rhe 
we | ans afforded, God expeRts an anſwerable im- 
il- provement in grace for which thaſe means were 
ue ro ſerve : the equal Lord did not expe ane- 


[> gual gain from hin thac had but: two talents, as 
| rad him that had five. 


holy Relations; Friends and Neighbours thatros 
id thers, wo are more frequently ſeaſaning them 
with holy Examples, holy Diſcourſes, than thoſe 
e whoſe Miniſters, or Relations, or Friends afe 
more carnal or leſsholy, and it were a wondee 

f if the former (honld nor outgrow the later. 
'" Yet again, ſome have betrer parts, a y1rer 
Y mold, a finer mettal for the Spirit and the Ward 
to work upon; ſome have their: facalties of 
ſaul more large, move capacious, others are of & 
nature more dull and txpid. And thougt the 
Spirit "of God is o nniporent, an1 ig able eo 0s 
_ yercome all indiſpoſitions:of natwe,. yeChis or- 
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Some. have mote tble © * 
and more holy Miniſters than others, ſome more .. 
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- Ainary courſe is to work according tothe feveral 
: Eapacities of tne creatures, Some glaſſes are 
chriftal, ſome of a courſer metral ; both'may be 
walſh'd clean, but the chryRtal ſhall look more 
pare and bear a þetter gloſs. Some ſouls are 
Alike Silver, others as Lead, they -may both'be 
purged of droſs, both {conred bright ; but the 
poliſh'd Silver: will certainly out-ſhine | the 
Lead. es X 

Nor is it the will of God, but that ſome of his 
' Saints ſhould be more excellent than others : he 
never intended 1n the myſtical body of his Son 
any More than in the natural body, bur that the 
O—_ be more fair and clear thay the fing- 
ers or toes. In framing of this world, he made 
divers bodies ; bucſo as one (hould excel] the o- 
ther in glory ; all the Stars are not of an <qual 
magnitude, all the Lights of Heavenare not the 


two great Lights ; nor of thoſe two great Lights | 


3s the Moon fo bright as the San, In the higheſt 
Heavens there' are many Angels, but not all of 
the ſame degree ; there are Angels, and Princes 
of Angels, Archangels, Principalities, Powers, 
Dominions, ſome.of a higher, ſome of a lower 
degree ; wonder not then, if there be a great 
yariety found in his Family on Earth, and &@+» 
—_ his own choice people. 
' Thou ſayſt I know not, believe not, love not 
God,delight notin him to that degree as ſome 0- 


thers do : It may de ſo ; but whac if your know= - 


ledge, faith, love, delight, «be not ſo grear as 0- 
thers, yet it may be as trite and real as that of v- 
thers; there is as true and real light in a Star as 
m the Sun ac ſelf; the Silyer 15 as trile Silver un 
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42 penny-48 10 2 crown, bur there 1s not fo 
Pit. hat woutd you all be the eye. I, 
of Chriſt > where ſhould be-the feet? all cannot 
be as wiſe as their Teachers, your parts will nor, 
re & reach it 3 you would-have as admiring ag of 
be # God, and Chriſt, and the Goſpel, as thoſe char 
he | underſtand thoſe myſteries moſt : alas} that is 
be | impoſſible; for as your parts may not be capable 
of the comprehenſion of thoſe myſteries,as others 

is | are; andyoucan admire them to no nigher a de- 
ie | gree than yon comprehend them 3; and conſe- 
n | quently the ſplendour of thy holineſs will hold 
e || .proportion tothy ſpiritual comprehenſions. Sa- 
tixhe thy ſelf then, thon poor drooping Soul, that 
e | though the beauties of thy holineſs doth not thine 
- | 2sothers; yet cogfider ſuch may be the weakneſs 
1 | of the parts, ſuch may be the ſmallneſs of the 
- means of grace ; ſo feiv may be thy talents, thir 
s | | GodexpeRts not ſo much of thee; and if he will 
} | not be ſatisfied with what thou haſt, why (hould(t 
f 
; 


thou be diſquieted ? 

Nor'yet would I have thee hereby. take en- 
couragement to indulge thy ſelf in a ſpiritual Ia. 
zineſs, as to tell thy ſouf, that thou art holy e- 
nough for the office of that member which thou 
boldeſt inthe body of Chriſt, and Co fit Rill in a 
negleR of the urmoſ} improvement of the means 
as toattain to that degree of grace thy nacure here 
1s capable of ; for there are no parts almoſt fo 
dull but they may be ſomewhat heightned ,nor no 
orace whilſt we are here,but'it may be increaſed 
chough thou mayſt never be able to attainto be a 
Star of the greareſt magnitude, yet hou muſt be 
a Child of Light, and thy light muſt Sonya We. 
2 N "Ss | Ki | oly _- NP 
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holy converſation, yex and muſt increaſe more 

fre uti it comes toa-perfe& day. Though 

Saints are 25 Glaffes, yer. all are not Fenice 
Glaſſes, ſo clear and glothe ; ſome art of x cour- 
ſer mettal, bur yet they ate all waſht clean and 
kept clead. eres bin, 

* 06bj. You have faid erotigh, I thought jt would 
come to chat ; I dare not ſay I am '« Child of 
Light z alas 1 how fufl of darkneſs is my ſoul, I 
think my felf more ignorant than any-man, 'and 
defides my heart and life,O how unclean are they? 

 Anfn, Either tho! ſptakeft true or falſe of thy 
ſeff; if falſe, why arr chou ſach an enemy ro- thy: 
own peace, 'as to prove' thy own falſe zccuſet 
why .wile' thon ſlander the works of the Hol 
Ghoſt, and deny the gifts and graces, or arleaft 
underyaſne. them that God hath beſtowed on 
thee > How ignotantly and unthankfully doſt 
thou ſpeak,to ſay, I'ſee not when thouſeeR,T live 
not when God hath quickned thee,. I am blind, 
poor, naked and miſerable, when Chriſt hath in- 

. Jiebtned thee, cloathed,' inriched thee with his 
love , and righteouſneſs; this 18 a great fin rake 
heed of it: for why ſhould it not be as great « 
| fin ro, bear falſe witneſs againſt thy ſelf as againſt 
thy neighbour ? 

But if thou ſpeakeſt true,tel me then whatthou 
meaneR when thou ſayeſt thou art one of an un- 
clean heart andlife : Tell me, Art thou as che 
ſwine wallowing 'in the mire of fin? are the 
thoughts and practiſe of iniquity boch thy trade 

| 3nd thy delight >” doſt thou inwardly deſpiſe God 
and his holy Commandezments> are the wayy'of {}- 
®  odgrievo's, andhhis works burdenſom to thee? } 

b  2adhaſebo: caſt temolf? 5 Ob 
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Oh no, Edge not{forallylle world) ſiyfo'bf iny 
ſelf, God knows, Ido: ii fomeinieatitte'loye 
him, and ſometimes delightin-him and his tome 
mandments,z- finjs my greneft fear, ane preac- - 
eſt burden, and:yer I feel ſagh' frong mitlinati- 
ons4n my nature. to evilwhen'ſuggefted,. rhat T 
fear my nature is not ſanRified, Oh how* much 
adge have I daily ro keep from finning, though T 
watch and pray againſt icy yet how oftenatmT 
ſurprized and fall znto ir. tent 
The caſe then 45 this,thon feareſt thy condition is 
ſad, becauſethou art not pttfeRly holy; bue 'canft 
chou tell me whois or ever-was ſo ſince the Fall, 
except the Son of God: Perfet holineſs nid per- 
fe& happineſs are the Prerogatives-royal. of hee< 
yen's that ſweet-Roſe & fair Lilly grow only on 
the mountain of God, Moint Sjonzandnar on this 
fenny bottom where we hve 2 perfe&ion indeed 
therein, is to be our aim,” but is never Tikes to be 
any of bur attainment til} we be tranſlated,” ©, 
Thou ſayft thou art dayly tempted to fin'; and 
who'is not 3' was not the $3 of God tetppred ag 
we are ? O but ſayſt thou, T have much ado to 
refit the remptations'} Chriſt knows as'much, 
and therefore it is (ajd, that he pities the tempt» - ® 
ed (Heb. 2. 18, t9.,) andnot only ſo, he isgnot * 3 
only merciful to thee in (uch a condition, but is 7 
able to ſuccour thee z and haſt thou nor found his 
fuccours almoſt as frequent as the temptation ? 
bur I find inclinations of my heart to cloſe 
with the temptation ! Ir may be ſo,that thy fleſk 
js willing to yield ; and' what wonder, when the 
Apoftle as, know that in me, (that is inmy fie(h) - * 
dneijub w4-pud ching,. Bar hy ſpirit oppolet 
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.and willnot yield -But cell mez why ſhould-not 
. your ſoul, or ſpirit be as willing to yield, bur be. 
+ cauſe of that grice that'therein is ſeated? donor 
rhe ſpirits of carnal unregenerate- men yield to 
fin as.well as their fleſh ? © but ſometimes my 
Ipirit yields likewiſe, and 1 am leq captive to the 
law of. fin and death :- Doth it ſo ?- dur iris well 
it ts but ſometimes z but why doth 1t not always? 
If it were not ſanAified, it would be ſeldom bur 
it would yield : doſt thou not ſee how like {lives 
the unregenerate world follow the lacre of the 
Devil and fl:zh day after day ; ſuch are they of 
whom the Apoſtle ſpegketh, whoſe eyes were fall 
of Adultery and couldnot ceaſe from fin. Bur 
ag4in, art thou ſometimes overcome ? it was, 
zt may be againſt thy will,upon a ſurprize,as Preey 
when he denyed bis Maſter ; tae amazement of 
'his Mafters being at the Bar, his own ſear and the 
\ ſudden unexpeRed Queſtion of the Damoſel ſur- 
prized him, confounded him ; he was not him» 
' ſelfyhe ſpoke he knew not what ; ſometimes thou 
art overtaken, thou ſleepeſt, but recovereſt thy 
ſelf 3 Chriſt hath prayed that thou fallefFnot, he 
raiſeth thee up by repentance, and by faith in 
the blood: of Chriſt, ſers thee on thy feet again, 
Is ic ſo with the carnal unregenerate world? noz 
quite contrary, they are always reeling like. 
drunken men, and now they fall into one fin, then 
znto another,there they lic and tumble like ſwine 
in mire, and ſcarce ever think of rifing up. and 
getting our'z for it's a ſenſual life' that pleaſeth 
th:mgand they had rather be down than up ; nay, 
they arc angry with any that adviſe them to'riſe : | 
\Futlo it is not with thee, thank God-r it not, - | 
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nothing but 1grace. in t the” dif-" 
ference bdetwaxt ay Won _ fear” an | 
then poor g heart to ackripwl ec 
grace arches mud giventhee, by J* 
God loſe the glory of the gifts it is an bel | 
penny he hathgiven thee of the whole inheri-" 
rance : fear wot then, 'bify tffarwhen iy how 
Father calls:by death thy ſan@rfed ſouk 
but that.he wall give it an inheritance 1 in the” 
tens with the ſanRihed; me es 


"The Loft proendedGrand f fear 


*Fhough by: your reaſorjingy you ſeeit to. 
leave pe nothing of Reaſeistunift my ſelf, 


intereſtiin chat: bleſſet Ki £ 
Sear alle cantiovfind'ngp ir fp SF] 
jedlouſics, that it may _ well wth me at 
7 firi& Pribunal ; art! howTan I then bor, 
fear to die? Tell me, what'ifT die donbritio'dF 
rþy candition,and with fear-and trembling 

rt-this life, will not 'my deubtings es” 
25th the moſt Holy God, and prove* my oh-, 
fuſion when 1 make my #ppearance befote 
Hidn? 7 01 

Anſx. If rhou' haſt that faith and holineſs * 

which I ſpoke ro in my anſwer tg the two 
laſt doubts, T tell thee thou haſt then no ret- 
fon: to die doubting of thy condition : Yet 
i thy doubts. and jealoufies will yet adide, _ 
» Hou haſt little reaſon to regard them, Feat 
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me. /ojent 4004 har rIvy | 
agle in this preſen 
ſeveral of thc: Lords pcyila uy 
0d with thay great blehag:ot aſſurance 3 
yeh .of TD (#higk you} enjoy t 
without all flaw of: davbroorſcruple ?' 


nh: man. hach gragg 4a pevſethion 4 who it It 


* can glory of a perfe@-affitrance'? 15 there ary” 
thing perfe&ly known in an imperfeR tate F 
if nothing, how then ſhould the know =: 
of a mans ſalvation, 2 —— 
” a "0 one too? 


; Ek ap they: _ 
they arg, thazraron it Þ Ivar 
are lo ſuce of it;-az; thatrive 
— Gn-wby we ſhonld delibr:ity 


m_ 7 $90e ee cndadalretion without caule;! 
Nos germanlys and entail norienh 


h,ſgans. 1s, bux.tpicr5fl R 511 1.5 

tlayſt [2 NBas :basdele ſears childiſh ys 
tr ifling, oc t yon pleaſe to call them Þ: 4! 
Fi, ſure. I cannot;be'rid of-Eicin,” 'and) rhey 
create me mugh trquble. - 

"Tan eahily believe they do create trouble 
to thee ; but let me tell thee, God would not 
. have thee troubled ; - 4nd therefore fince there 
Is no cauſe for craubles, be not1o. childiſh te 
£dmit theta: ;I -would- to God 1 was rid of 
them ; but whavif L live and:die-with them F 
will they.not. provoke the Lardyacid pu alfts 
the hazard dls ns 5 
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- To tell thee they do not diſplegſe 


I 
dare.naty for they. are thy finfal ial. 
ons'; but to ſay they- will hazard all, I ma 
net ;- fox certainly God will never dama 
believing ſanRified ſoul ; let .inch an ohe 
thiok > he pleaſe of himſelf, though 
thqu doſt not - know, for certain that - thow-are 
his, roy» aw” all that are bis, and wer 
one of i | all per * 7 + 4 ekead | 

ao melancholy fick man hath fancied 
his ſickneſs to be.the plague, bus his skilfal 
PhyGcian will- not, cherefore preſentlyſend 
him 89 the. PeRthouſe, for be knows it 18 0» 
therwſe,  -. AY Joc 
Many a man hath been ſick amd fancied he 
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| ſhoylddie,but he bath.recoyered, 5, thy.melan- 


choly, ezlous ſou] thinks every diflempes of - 
bear, the Plague: of, 3-hard uaregenerace heart 
that will certainly, bring thee, copHell., \. Bur 
Jeſus Chriſt the Phylicaan, knows. IK. is poſych 
matte, - be knows thou wilt do yell enough 
what ever, thou mayſttear. - Wait 204 
What man, was ever diſpoſſeſt of his inhes 
ritance, becauſe: be cauſleſly ſcrupled his title 
to it ?..and yet 4t is poſſible t9 work up ſucha 
melancholy perſon, to a willingnels to relign, 
Bat let me tell thee, if the Devil, thy 'adver- 
ſary {bould ſo. work on thee. by temptations, 
as figſt to. ſcruple hy title to Heayen, and , 
afterward bring thee to a willingoeſs to re- 
lign 3 Jeſus Chriſt would put a derur in the# 
caſe ; for be will not ſuffer ſich poor innocents 
tobe wronged, 7 
| If 
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Tf Chriſt knows thou haft grice; and ſo 4 
title to Heaven, he will neither ſuffer thee, 
nor the Devil to wrangle thee out of it: if ke 
juſtifies thee, it is not in thy own no- more. 
'than in the Devils power | to conderin 
thee. 

- Pat then the caſe, that thon ſhould die 
doubting, and that thy foul ſhould ſet in a 
cloud of fears ; it hindersnot but it may ariſe 
in a world of glory, and have a fair morning, 
What if all this life is ſpent in ſowing in 
rear? it follows not, but that in the other 
thou mayft reap in joy :" it is Heaven that is 
only priviledged from tears, and why-not theti 
from fears? 

"It was but the night before Chriſt dyed, that 
he wenr ito the Garden full of fears ; and ir 
was but as it were a moment before his giving 
up the Ghoſt” that he endured the Eclypſeof 
+ his Fathers preſence : I dare not ſay that his 
fexrs aroſe fron the ſame cauſes as thine dog 
for be knew well enongh when he came, -and 
whither he was'going ; Pit this 1 ſay,tharthou 
oughreſt not to wender if he ſuffer thee rogo 
trembling ont of this world, when heluftered 
his Beloved Son to go our in ſuch diſmal 
eclypſe. | | 

Once more : Thon art very ſearful of thy 


ſears ; But peradventure they are no more . 


than what ſhould be : A holy fear moderated, 
*a holy ſhamefaſtneſs to appear in the preſence 
of ſo glorious a God, provided it be net fla- 

viſh, it may be thy duty and not thy fin + The 
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work is great thou artabout j- thon Ire about: ; 
t6 dis arid to #ppear beforeothe: Tribunal: of : 
the judge of quick and dead; and whoa 
prepare for ſo great a ſolemnity. without: © 
Fedty fear and-holy trembling, 1951 


- 
> - 


- The.moſt innocent perfop may look pale, 
and higheart tremble when be is to anſwed for 
his life » before the Tribunatiof men ?:. but. 
what is the Majeſty of an earthly compared to 
that! of the H&ovenly Court > and what» iS a 
pleading fora © natural life..jn compare: 28 
2 being put to a defenſe: -for an Eternal 
life. 


' "Beſides, doth-not the Hely Ghoſt lay, it 
pon ns all 44 'a:commaend. to\-work ont otir 
lyation with fear and trembling 2: and when 
If it quite wron2he ont but #t dearhpa hoſyfear 
hd trembling 6ugtit thett to! Keep tharwork 
| Company till-if be finiſhed ; 3nd/ if ſo, thou 
 btignceſt notto be ſo fearful vf thy ' fears; bur 
Tather thank God that hathy given thee fuch 
ſerious and' weidhty:appretientionsſared to fo 
pena z wotk-2s this' of thy ſalvation -is <2 is 
a fign thou-haſt Wrought in good earneſt and 
OO abreke 
"Warr is t''ruing ſo: many Profeſſors but 
"their trifling in this greatwork) they doinot 
\ frethble to'think of miſcarrying. | 
4” And Laftly, if thou ſearchelt the Scriptures 
I thou 
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thon wile find-that the moſt beloved Diſciple. 

ate the moſt gracious, ' are preſented to us ag. 
the moſt humble , "modeſt 5; and ſometimes, 
ſcrupulous, ſouls-* The Eleven, queſtioned. 
whecher they were not the men that ſhould. 
betray Chriſt, but Fad«: ſaid nothing, The 
poor Publican he; went full of ſhame before 
the Lord to beg for mercy ; it was the Phari- 
ſee that was impadent.. ' + --\ | 


Pal thought himſelf leſs than the jeaſt of 
Saints'z and Facob confeſt he was nnwor thy. 
6f the leaſt of miercies. Fn 


The Children of the Kingdom are all 
modeſt, they adwtire that God ſhould eyer 
think of 5eftowing ſuch glory; on:them, when, 
ſay they,did we ſee thee hungry, or naked,,,or 
ingagiſon, as fo feed, 'and cloath, and, Ke f 
thee'3” they-ſet nat ſo great.a Price on the. 
love to his people, as Criſt; TM who lorke 
ypon all theſe, a&tz as done-to-himlelf : they 
are the ungodly;/in' that day: of judgement 
that impidenely demand Heaven as a-debt; 
Have we net prophefied in thy. Name, aud. dane 
many wonderful works. They thought: Chriſt 
ſhould injure them if he denied them an © 
trance into his Kingdom z but he -wotld dif- 
* mount'zll/theip confidence, 1with-ary / hugs et 
. gat ge workers of iniquity, »* 5 11 414 ng 

Be not then dejet thow fearful ſcrupulops | 
ſoul, it is not thy merits, but tne free and 
rich grace of God muſt ſave thee ; thou haſt 
" | «| 
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| - Gracious Father tobe thy Judge, and a moſt 


Compaſſionate Saviour, thy Elder Brether to 


be thy Advocate, and the moſt Holy Gracious 
Spirit of God that dwels within thee to be 
thy Witneſs; thou art ts. be tried not by a 
rigorous Law, but the Law of the Covenanc of 

race, that will certainly acquic every poor 
bunble, modeſt, penitent delieving ſoul, arid 
thine is ſuch, Retarn therefore to thy reſt z for 
God mill aſaredly deal bountifully »ith thee, 


